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Students mourn the death of first-year Jordan Porco during a memo- 
rial service in his honor at the Chapel of St. Michael’s the Archangel 


By Jordan Kilty 
Features Editor 


Jordan Porco had a conta- 
gious smile that could light up 
the room. Described by friends 
and family as a goofy, laid-back 
kid who could always make them 
laugh, he also had a heart of gold 
and would do anything for his 
friends. 

But tragedy struck on Feb. 
16 when the 18-year-old An- 
dover, Conn. native and St. Mi- 
chael’s College first-year was 
found dead in his dorm room. 
Colchester police later confirmed 
that he had committed suicide. 

Members of the St. Mi- 
chael’s community, as well as 
Porco’s parents and younger sis- 
ter, filled the Chapel of the Arch- 
angel the following day for a me- 
morial service in his honor. 

“T want to thank everyone 
who has supported our family in 
this time of tragedy,” his parents, 
Ernest and Marisa Porco, wrote 
on their son’s Facebook wall. 
“My son was one of a kind, and 
the world has lost a person that 
could change the craziness we 
live in.” 

A two-hour funeral service 








was held Feb. 22 at St. James 
Episcopal Church in Manchester, 
Conn. The homily was deliv- 
ered by St. Michael’s Rev. Brian 
Cummings, and eight eulogies 
were given by Porco’s friends 
and family, including a poem 
composed by his cousins and a 
letter written by his mother, said 
Siobhan Lavery, a St. Michael’s 
senior who attended the funeral. 


“It’s very 
important that we take 
the time — and make 
the space — to speak 
about our community’s 
loss and listen to each 
other as we all try to 
make sense of what has 
happened.” 


Katherine Kirby 
Philosophy Professor 


Although Lavery didn’t 
know Porco personally, she said 


she attended the funeral because 
he was part of the St. Michael’s 
family, and she felt it was the 
right thing to do. 

Lavery said the entire 
church was filled, resulting in 
some having to watch the service 
on a screen with an audio feed in 
a lower church. Porco’s father, 
Ernest, said he estimated 1,200 
mourners in attendance. 

“The line of people waiting 
to talk to the family stretched 
throughout the entire funeral 
home,” Porco’s father said. 
“Some people had to stand in 
line for three hours. This is just 
more evidence of the tremendous 
impact my son had on everyone 
he met. He touched so many peo- 
ple’s lives.” 

Passionate about snow- 
boarding and longboarding, Jor- 
dan Porco was a member of the 
St. Michael’s Ski and Snowboard 
Club. As a senior in high school, 
he and several friends started 
ReVert, a company that designed 
and manufactured longboards. 


See JORDAN PORCO RE- 
MEMBERED on page 3 





Students Rally for Farm Worker Justice 


By Shannon Moore 
Staff Writer 


This past weekend St. Michael’s students unit- 
ed to stand against the unfair wages and working 
conditions faced by many migrant workers in Flor- 
ida. The students joined the workers in Boston for a 
Feb. 27 rally put on by the Coalition of Immokalee 
Workers, to urge Stop and Shop supermarket chain 
to join the campaign. 


A proposed agreement will pay the workers 
one cent more per pound of tomatoes they gather. 
The workers are now being paid 42 cents a bucket, 
each bucket weighing 32 pounds. Major chains 
such as McDonald’s, Burger King and Sodexho, 
the food provider of Saint Michael’s, have signed 
on, and the rally aimed to get Stop and Shop to 
agree to the campaign as well. 


See JUSTICE RALLY on page 6 








Photo courtesy of Natalie Watson 


MOVE members hold signs at the farm worker rally in Boston on Sun- 


day, Feb. 27. 
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By Christopher Moskal 
Staff Writer 


St. Michael’s College 
announced earlier this 
month that it has partnered 
with welcometocollege. 
com, a web service that 
helps prospective students 
learn about and plan visits 
to schools. The site also al- 
lows students to rate and 
comment on their experi- 
ences of visiting specific 
colleges. 

“It really is focused 
on the visitor experience,” 
said Mallory Wood, St. 
Michael’s assistant direc- 
tor of marketing. 

The peer comments 
and reviews can be valu- 
able to prospective stu- 
dents who may trust that 
content more than what a 
college’s marketing office 
puts out, Wood said. 

College tours played a 
huge role in helping Justin 
Bayer, a 2001 graduate of 
the University of Dayton 
and founder and CEO of 
the website, choose the 
right school. 

“T truly believe the 
visit is the most critical 
part of the process when 
deciding which college is 


NEWS 
St. Michael’s Student Recruiting Goes Viral 


New online resource helps prospective students connect with the campus 


going to be the best match 
for your four years,” Bayer 
said. 

Bayer, now a Univer- 
sity of Vermont graduate 
student, interned with the 
St. Michael’s admissions 
office and later went on to 
run the tour guide program 
at UVM. 

St. Michael’s  cur- 
rently holds the sixth high- 
est rating among member 
schools on Welcome to 
College. Assistant direc- 
tor of admissions, Jeremy 
Brown, said he believes 
the partnership could open 
the eyes of students out- 
side New England who 
may have never heard of 
St. Michael’s. 

“T think being able to 
show people that people 
have a great experience 
once they’re here will be 
great for the college,” he 
said. 

St. Michael’s can also 
use the feedback on the site 
to get an idea of what stu- 
dents think of the visiting 
experience as well as what 
should be improved. 

“That’s the number 
one reason we signed up. 
They are going to help us 


make a better visit experi- 
ence,” Wood said. 

Bayer said he thinks 
St. Michael’s is a great fit 
for Welcome to College be- 
cause the college is a “pio- 
neer” in its use of social 
media within the admis- 
sions process. Wood said 
she agrees with Bayer that 
the college is innovative in 
its use of social media. 

“We have a reputation 
for being a leader ... W hat 
we do here is a step ahead 
of most places,” she said. 


The Welcome to Col- 
lege profile for St. Mi- 
chael’s highlights the many 
social media projects the 
college has undertaken, 
with links ranging from its 
Twitter page to its collec- 
tion of student blogs. Also 
included in the college’s 
profile is a link to an inter- 
active video tour. Brown 
said the virtual tour can 
help show a student who 
isn’t able to physically be 
here the welcoming nature 
St. Michael’s community. 


SECURITY LOG 


Excerpts from Feb. 16 - Feb. 27 reports provided by St. Michael’s College Department of Public Safety 


Wednesday, Feb. 16 


12:11 a.m. Fire Alarm: Canterbury Hall 


17 


10:18 p.m. Medical Assist: Treatment Refused, Lyons 


Hall 


Friday, Feb. 18 


11:22 p.m. Vandalism: College Property, Alumni Hall 


Saturday, Feb. 


19 


12:50 a.m. Drunkenness: Released, Joyce Hall 
5:16 a.m. Fire Alarm: Malicious Activation, Canterbury 


Hall 


Tuesday, Feb. 22 


6:14 a.m. Fire Alarm: Accidental, St. Edmunds Hall 


Wednesday, Feb. 23 


11:45 a.m. Harassment, Alliot Hall 
12:08 p.m. Medical Assist, Ross Sports Center 


8:36 p.m. Medical Assist, Student hit by Motor Ve- 
hicle: Transport by Rescue, Route 15 


Thursday, Feb. 24 


9:52 p.m. Fire Alarm: Accidental, Canterbury Hall 


Friday, Feb. 25 


4:10 a.m. Fire Alarm: Malicious Activation, Canterbury 


Hall 


4:12 a.m. Drunkenness: Act One, Canterbury Hall 
3:00 p.m. Larceny/Theft: From Classroom, St. Ed- 


munds Hall 


11:35 p.m. Alcohol Violation, 300s Townhouses 








Photo by Harrison Antognioni 
Darren Chaung ‘11, guides a tour with prospective students and parents. 


St. Michael’s is the 
second school to partner 
with Welcome to College 
since its 2010 launch, fol- 
lowing the University of 
Dayton. Wood said she is 
excited about the input that 
St. Michael’s could have in 
helping to shape the web- 
site. 

“This is a very inter- 
esting position for us to be 
in because it doesn’t often 
come along that you get 
to be one of the first,” she 
said. 


Saturday, Feb. 26 


12:34 a.m. Drunkenness: Released to Responsible 


Party, Hamel Hall 


1:19 a.m. Odor Complaint, Cashman Hall 
1:20 p.m. Vandalism: College Property, 300s Town- 


houses 


5:45 p.m. Suspicious Person/Circumstance, Hamel 


Hall 


Sunday, Fen “ | 


12:16 a.m 
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Jordan Porco, More High Schoolers 
Remembered 
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Continued from page 1 


Music, however, was the thing that defined him the 
most, said Mike Hannigan-Penda, a friend who had known 
Porco since high school. 

“We loved sharing music. Every time we saw each oth- 
er we'd mention another song to check out,” Hannigan-Pen- 
da said. “He would make CDs for everyone, and we would 
always bump to new music in his car.” 

The two friends frequently attended concerts together, 
such as Dave Matthew’s Band, John Mayer and Jack John- 
son, who was one of Porco’s favorite artists. 

“T know he’s up there jamming and smiling down on 
us,” Hannigan-Penda said. 

Alyson Danielezuk remembers Porco as her first kiss 
when the two were children. After a mutual friend explained 
the game spin the bottle to them, “Jordan, being a curious, 
mischievous little kid, wanted to play,” Danielczuk said. 

“Jordan spun first. The bottle landed on me, of course. 
I gave him the dirtiest look possible but he still came over to 
me and planted one right on my mouth. I was shocked into 
stillness for a second before I took a step back, gave another 
look, and slapped him.” 

Two minutes later though, Porco and Danielczuk had 
reconciled and were playing dress-up in the playhouse. 

“No one could stay mad at him for long,” she said. 

Even if you weren’t in a good mood, your spirits would 
lift as soon as he entered the room, Porco’s father said, add- 
ing that his son was a caring and compassionate person who 
was always willing to help friends with their problems and 
who always put others first. 

“He was a tremendous kid,” Mr. Porco said. “We were 
so proud of him.” 

St. Michael’s professor Katherine Kirby taught Porco 
in her Foundations of Global Studies course. Following his 
death, she dedicated a class to discussing what had hap- 
pened with her students. 

“T think it’s very important that we take the time — and 
make the space — to speak about our community’s loss and 
to listen to each other, as we all try to make sense of what 
has happened,” Kirby said. 

“I keep coming back to a few simple words that I 
heard Moise St. Louis saying to students in the outer ves- 
tibule of the chapel [the night of the memorial service], as 
they expressed their grief with Jordan’s family — “You are 
not alone.’ I hope we all remember that.” 





‘Like St. Mikes’ 


Upsurge in applicants could lead to more selective admissions 


By Lauren Lesage 
Staff Writer 


Applications to St. Michael’s 
College increased 31 percent for 
fall 2011, while other Vermont col- 
leges had little to no growth in the 
number of applications received. 
The number of prospective students 
has soared due to recent changes 
undertaken by the admissions and 
marketing departments. 

One of these changes includes 
a “standout” application offered to 
prospective students with high test 
scores and grades, said Jacqueline 
Murphy, director of admissions at 
St. Michael’s College. Up until this 
past year, St. Michael’s offered only 
the common application, a standard 
format used by many colleges that 
was available only online. 

Students who attended a Cath- 
olic high school out of state are also 
being offered grant money if they 
attend St. Michael’s, providing a 
new incentive for students to apply. 
This grant was previously offered 
only to students who attended a 
Catholic high school in Vermont. 

Application fee waivers are 
also now given to students who visit 
campus before applying. Murphy 
said she believes that these factors 
encouraged more students to com- 
plete the application process. 

Another factor for the ap- 
plication increase could also be 
the “I Like St. Mike’s” marketing 
campaign that the college has in- 
troduced over the past year. The 
campaign includes a new slogan, 
as well as a series of videos with 
faculty and students discussing 
what they like about the college. 

“Tt is beneficial for these pro- 
spective students to see actual 
students and professors in these 
videos,” said Kathryn Schnare, 
a junior and tour guide at St. Mi- 
chael’s. 

Schnare said she believes the 
“T Like St. Mike’s” campaign has 
helped promote the college. 

“We ask students on our appli- 
cation supplement and the standard 
application why St. Michael’s is a 


good match for them, and so many 
of those applications referred to 
the ‘I Like St. Mike’s’ campaign,” 
Murphy said. “They are reflecting 
back to us some of the things we 
say about the college.” 

High school senior and pro- 
spective St. Michael’s student Jere- 
my Jones said he likes St. Michael’s 
because it’s a liberal arts college, so 
first-year students are able to take a 
variety of classes before having to 
choose a field of study. Another ap- 
peal of the college, he added, are 
the many programs that allow stu- 
dents to get off campus. 

Other local schools, such as 
the University of Vermont and 
Champlain College, did not enjoy 
the same increase in applications. 
Since receiving a_ record-high 
22,365 applications in 2009, the 
University of Vermont has held 
steady, with a slight decrease to 
22,264 applications received for 
Fall 2011. 

“The [UVM] admissions of- 
fice has been very pleased with 
our in-state and out-of-state ap- 
plication numbers,” said Kathleen 
Parent, the senior assistant direc- 
tor of admissions at the university. 
“At this time there [are] no formal 
plans to increase application num- 
bers for the future as our goal is to 
have about 10,000 undergraduates, 
as we do presently.” 

Champlain College, a smaller 
school of about 2,000 undergradu- 
ates, saw a decrease of 0.5 percent 





in the number of applications re- 
ceived, falling from 2,634 in 2010 
to 2,496 in 2011. 

As reported in the Burlington 
Free Press, a new portfolio require- 
ment was implemented at Cham- 
plain College for certain majors, 
such as digital filmmaking and 
graphic design, with the intent to 
enhance academic quality, said Ian 
Mortimer, Champlain College’s 
vice president of enrollment man- 
agement. 

He also mentioned that four 
downward trending majors, includ- 
ing hotel/restaurant management 
and event management, have been 
eliminated while environmental 
policy and computer science and 
innovation have been added as ma- 
jors. 

The impact on St. Michael’s of 
the increase in applicants will de- 
pend on how the admissions office 
plans to evaluate the applications. 
Of the 4,400 applications received 
for fall 2011, only 560 will result in 
actual attendance at the college. 

“tAdmissions] always looks to 
raise the standards,” Murphy said. 
“We are still working on that and 
who we will admit and who will 
receive waitlist letters.” 

Whether the school will be 
considered more competitive re- 
mains to be seen, Murphy said, 
but she added that she’s hoping a 
higher number of applications will 
result in a more selective process. 


a. 
Photo by Jordan Kilty 


Counselor Ellie Mack interviews a prospective student for class of ‘15. 
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Search Continues for Local Groper 


Unidentified assailant remains at large in Burlington 


By Lauren Chaves 
Staff Writer 


College students have 
been asked to become 
more aware of their sur- 
roundings in lieu of re- 
peated sexual assaults on 
the University of Vermont 
campus and surrounding 
areas. The most recent at- 
tack, which occurred Feb. 
13, is the ninth incident 
since December. 

The attacker is de- 
scribed as sexually as- 
saulting his female victims 
from behind as they are 
walking or jogging. The 
assaulted victims have not 
caught a glimpse of the at- 
tacker’s face because he 
runs away after grabbing 
them. The attacker is de- 
scribed as 5 feet 9 inches 
tall, in his early 20s and 


wearing a maroon or grey 
jacket with his hood up. 

In 2007, there were 
248,300 sexual assaults 
in the United States as re- 
corded by the U.S. Depart- 





“The victims are 
reporting incidents 
an hour late or a 
day late, so we 
can’t do any 
investigating at 
the scene of the 
crime.” 
Lieutenant Kristian 


Carlson 
Chittenden Unit for 
Special Investigations 


ment of Justice’s National 
Crime Victimization Sur- 
vey. There is one sexual 
assault every two minutes, 
and only 60 percent of 
them are reported. 

Lt. Kristian Carlson 





of the Vermont State Po- 
lice Chittenden Unit for 
Special Investigations said 
that “most people are not 
taking it seriously because 
the victims are reporting 
incidents an hour late or 
a day late, so we can’t do 
any investigating at the 
scene of the crime.” 

Carlson recommends 
that anyone who is sexual- 
ly assaulted should scream 
to cause a scene in order 
for the culprit to be identi- 
fied by witnesses. 

The UVM police are 
asking women in particu- 
lar to be more cautious 
while traversing campus, 
considering that female 
college students are four 
times more likely to be 
sexually assaulted than 
male students. 

UVM Police Captain 
Tim Billodeau said that in 
response to these attacks 
the UVM police “are in- 
creasing patrol in certain 
areas at certain times.” 

Billodeau urges stu- 
dents “to know what’s go- 
ing on around them and 
lower the volume of their 
iPods while walking alone, 
or to walk in groups.” 

Elisa Lee, a sopho- 
more at UVM, said she is 
troubled by the attacks but 
hasn’t changed her walk- 
ing habits. Lee grew up in 
New York City where she 
was taught to carry pepper 
spray. 

“Once a groper, al- 
ways a groper,” Lee said. 
“I'm afraid once it gets 
nicer out and all the thick 
winter jackets are stored 
away, the groper may at- 
tack again. Everybody is a 
potential victim and I hope 
necessary precautions are 
taken to avoid future at- 
tacks.” 

The UVM police have 
been asking students to 
send tips and leads via text 
messages because they 
think this is the best way 
a tech savvy student body 


to contact the authorities. 
The texting service has 
gained the investigation 
new leads, which are pri- 
marily being investigated 
by the Chittenden Coun- 
try Special Investigations 
in collaboration with the 
Burlington Police. 

Using campus e-mail, 
the UVM police alerted 
the student body by send- 
ing extensive descriptions 
of the suspect including 
two surveillance camera 
snapshots of him leaving 
the crime scene. 

UVM undergraduate 
student Michelle Gard- 
ner Quinn was raped and 


murdered in 2006 after 
walking home alone from 
a party in the early hours 
of the morning. Her body 
was discarded a week lat- 
er in the nearby town of 
Richmond. Brian Rooney, 
the young woman’s mur- 
derer, was a stranger from 
whom she had asked to 
borrow a cell phone to call 
a friend. 

Although some be- 
lieve the latest attacker 
could become more vio- 
lent and could possibly 
begin to rape his victims, 
Carlson said there is not 
enough evidence yet to 
support that. 


“We have not seen 
any evidence that would 
lead us to believe that 
the attacker’s behavior is 
escalating in violence,” 
Carlson said. “There are 
no ways to determine if a 
person’s behavior will es- 
calate, and the only reason 





Photo Illustration by Jen Merrihew 


for a persons’ behavior to 
escalate is if something 
triggered them to become 
more violent.” 

Carlson is following 
any leads that are ascer- 
tained through the tip line, 
but the attacker remains at 
large. 


If anybody has information about the alleged 
groper, please contact the UVM Police at 
656-3473. 


OR 


Send an anonymous tip via text message 
to 847411 and include ‘UVM’ in the 
message. 
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NEWS BRIEFS 


By Krystilyn Atkinson and Harrison Antognioni 
News Editors 


Power Outage Across Campus 

The lights went out across St. Michael’s campus on 
Feb. 22, when power was lost at 1:30 a.m. in Ryan 
and Joyce, Bergeron, and Hodson halls, as well as the 
100’s, 200’s, and 400’s townhouses. Once the problem 
was isolated, power was restored to all buildings, ex- 
cept Hodson; which remained without electricity un- 
til 2:45 p.m. The problem, for the moment, is solved; 
however, further work will need to be done this sum- 


mer to replace faulty wires. “. 
-Report from David Cutler, director of Facility 


Management 


Middlebury Hazing Probation 
Middlebury College ruled Feb. 8 that its men’s and 
women’s swim teams will be placed on probation 
next season after violations of the college’s hazing 
policy. The investigation began Feb. 3 and included 
interviews of 30 students by the college’s Department 
of Public Safety. Additional penalties will be handed 
down to the women’s team, as only its first-year mem- 
bers will be allowed to compete for the remainder of 
this season. 
-Middlebury College’s MiddBlog 


New 4-4 Curriculum to Be Revealed 
St. Michael’s will reveal final changes to the 4-4 cur- 
riculum March 2, at 4:30 p.m. in McCarthy Recital 
Hall, where new Liberal Arts requirements will be 
made available. Then, at 5:15 p.m., each field of study 
will hold its own meeting to discuss new requirements 
and answer questions. 

-Report from Jeffrey Trumbower, dean of St. Mi- 
chael’s 


Dunkin’ Donuts In K-Cups 
Green Mountain Coffee Roasters Inc. and Dunkin’ 
Donuts have teamed up, and will soon offer Dunkin’ 
coffee in Green Mountain’s K-Cups. These are single- 
serve cups used with a Keurig coffee maker. Begin- 
ning this summer, Dunkin’ Donuts will sell 14-pack 
K-Cup servings of its coffee in its restaurants in the 
United States and Canada. Green Mountain’s K-Cups 
will feature five Dunkin’ Donut flavors — Original 
Blend, Dunkin’ Decaf, French Vanilla, Hazelnut and 
Dunkin’ Dark. 

-The Burlington Free Press 
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JUSTICE RALLY 


Continued from page 1 


The group of St. Michael’s stu- 
dents left early Sunday and marched 
through the streets of Boston, ending 
in front of Stop of Shop to conduct 
a peaceful protest. Before the march 
however, the students attended a ral- 
ly put on by different speakers, and 
leaders from the ciergy of Boston. 

Junior Natalie Watson said it 
was an exciting experience in gen- 
eral. Farm workers, as well as their 
children stood in the bitter cold sim- 
ply to send a message. Watson said 
the workers all well as supporters 
were yelling in English and Spanish, 
which really added to the power of 
the rally. 

“They were making a point to 
raise awareness, and everyone was 
really passionate.” Watson said. “It 
was So nice to see people coming to- 
gether for such a great cause.” 

The interest of St. Michael’s 
students partaking in the rally was 
sparked after a group of students 
traveled to Immokalee, Fla., on a ser- 
vice trip offered by the school. Heidi 
St.Peter, of the MOVE office, said 
the annual trip to Immokalee has 
been going on for almost 20 years 
now. 

“One of our alums, Ed Laud- 
ise, was the director of the Friend- 
ship House in Immokalee, which is 
a homeless shelter for migrant farm 
workers,” St.Peter said. “He invited 
us down to do some work a number 
of years back. Though he no longer is 
the director there, his early engage- 





ment really introduced SMC to the 
Immokalee community.” 

The students spent a week liv- 
ing in a homeless shelter with the 
migrant workers, and witnessed the 
challenges they face everyday. For 
example, the workers are not allowed 
to go to the bathroom because it may 
cut into their pay, senior Meredith 
Austin said. 

Austin, one of the leaders of the 
service trip to Florida, as well as to 
Boston, said she, along with other 
students had powerful experiences 
on the trip to Immokalle. They be- 
lieve it’s important to continue to 
spread the word of the workers’ 
struggles when the students get back 
on campus. 

“Tt certainly doesn’t feel like 
going above and beyond, and that’s 
something that I’m certain everyone 
on the trip would agree on with me,” 
Austin said. “The injustices that the 
farm workers face on a daily basis 
is horrifying and you definitely feel 
compelled to do what you can.” 

Watson, who participated in the 
trip to Boston, was also a member of 
the group to travel to Immokalee. She 
described her experience in Florida 
as eye-opening and said the students 
became close to the workers. 

“We woke up every morning 
at 5 a.m. with the workers and saw 
their struggles. They stood in a park- 
ing lot waiting to get selected to go 
pick tomatoes,” Watson said. “The 
supervisors would select the workers 
they wanted, and it was often based 
on your physical appearance...so if 





you weren’t looking good one day, 
you wouldn’t be picking tomatoes.” 

Watson went on to say she was 
excited by the rally and the impact it 
will have on the lives of the workers. 

“Some of the workers we be- 
came close with on the trip are be- 
ing bused to Boston to march with 
us, which is really exciting” Watson 
said. “It’s just nice to know that stu- 
dents really can make a difference, 
and we were told that many times 
down in Florida.” 

St. Peter said students in the 
past have gone on to become more 
involved in a cause because of their 
service trip, but an opportunity like 
the rally has not presented itself be- 
fore. St. Peter, along with Erin Bodin, 
also of the MOVE office, traveled to 
Boston alongside the students. 

“Each year we try to do a little 
more with the workers,’ St.Peter 
said. “There is a lot of injustice that 
we just don’t hear and the Coalition 
of Immokalee Workers does a great 
job getting the word out. It’s a privi- 
lege to be learning from and stand- 
ing beside them.” 

The trip to Boston, which end- 
ed up being a success, was one that 
truly took a stand to aid the migrant 
workers in getting a better life. 

“It’s not too expensive to get us 
all down there, but many groups have 
pitched in as well as MOVE and the 
Student Association,’ Austin said. 





“Tt’s great that the community really — 


supports people trying to do the right 
thing.” 





Photo courtesy of Natalie Watson 


MOVE students in front of the Coalition of Immokalee Workers Office in Immokalee, Fla. The flags behind the 
group were used during the rally in Boston. 
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affecting the lives 
of students and our 
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complaint, please 
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We publish letters 
to the editor, as 
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will be edited 
only for grammar, 
spelling, taste, and 
sometimes length. 








THE DEFENDER * Tuesday, March 1, 2011 * Vol. 29, Issue No. 3 


EDITORS’ PAGE 





Letters to 
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A Message to Jordan 


Dear Jordan, 

I didn’t know you that well, 
but you had the brightest smile. 
You held the door for me and 
made fun of my shoes once. I 
am so sorry you felt so lost. I’m 
sorry you felt you had no one 
to reach out to. I wish I could 
have been there for you. I wish 
I could have been closer. I wish 
I could’ve talked you down. 
I wish, I wish I could see you 
smile once again. 

I know you are better off. 
I know you are where the sky 
is always blue and the sun is 
always shining. Where the 
weather is warm and your fa- 
vorite song is always playing. 
I know you are surrounded by 
the ones you love. I know you 
are smiling down at us. Most of 
all, I know your heart is at ease 
and mind free of worry. 

With your death I have 
learned how easily it is to pass 
someone without noticing what 
they might be going through. 
I promise I will always look 
harder. I have learned to always 
smile because you don’t know 
how easily it could change 
someone’s world. I promise I 
will always smile every pass- 
ing stranger. I have learned 


*to always speak a kind word. 


I promise to always speak the 
kindest of words. I have learned 
that we are never as alone as we 
might feel. I promise you I will 
always be there for whoever 
needs me. 

I promise all of this to you, 
Jordan. You are loved. You are 
incredible. You are missed. 

With love, 

Gracie Barney, *14 


See More Letters page 8 

















Suicide: The Other 
‘S-Word’ 


A Letter From the Editors 


As the St. Michael’s community attempts to under- 
stand the loss of first-year student Jordan Porco, many 
have been struggling with the best way to discuss the 
“s-word” that, to some, seems taboo. Over the past few 
months, Vermont has lost five students to suicide — two 
high school students, and as of Feb. 16, three college stu- 
dents. 

Linda Hollingdale, director of personal counseling, 
said that since she began working at the college in 1980, 
no other suicides have occurred on campus. 

The on-campus suicide shocked the administration, 
as much as it did the students, and officials had to grapple 
with the best way to handle it a sensitive topic. When 
a campus-wide e-mail with the subject of “sad news” 
flooded inboxes on Feb. 17, saying Porco “died unexpect- 
edly,” many were left baffled. 

“What bothered me was how it was addressed 
through e-mail,” said first-year Jake Tougas, a resident 
of Lyons Hall where Porco lived. “‘Sad news’ was the 
title. Yes, the news is very sad, but I feel as if a little more 
respect could have been paid by coming up with a title a 
little more fitting and at least using capital letters.” 

Michael Samara, dean of students, said that while he 
and the staff in student affairs feel a great responsibility 
to students after the death of a classmate, the details are 
not theirs to disclose. 

“As far as ’'m concerned the details of any incident 
are owned by the family,’ Samara said. “But we have a 
responsibility to comfort and provide presence to every- 
one.” 

Campus ministers, personal counselors, health ser- 
vices and residence life staff have all worked tirelessly 
to provide continual support to anyone in need, Samara 
said. Small group discussions with faculty and staff have 
worked to promote genuine sharing, and Samara said he 
hopes students will continue to seek support as needed. 

“Our invitations have been genuine,” he said. “We 
hope that wings, floors, classes and small groups of 
friends will continue to invite us in to talk.” 

While it is understandable that the school could not 
release information about the cause of death before no- 
tifying the family, and nothing was certain until police 
and medical reports were finalized, many students felt 
a sense of confusion, and didn’t have closure without 
knowing what happened to a peer on their own campus. 

“T feel like St. Mike’s should have told everyone 
what had happened,” Tougas said. “Yes, the death was 
unexpected, but as I wandered the halls of Ryan, Joyce, 
and Lyons that day and the next following, I heard more 
than an arm’s load of people asking the same questions, 
‘How?’ and ‘Why?’ We will never know why it happened 
but we do know how it happened, and to keep that from 
his friends and classmates is something that should not 
be done.” 

The original e-mail sent to students about Porco’s 
death contained factual inaccuracies, saying he died 
on Thursday evening, when in reality it occurred on a 


Wednesday evening. Following this e-mail, rumors 
spread around the school. As the campus newspaper, 
we felt an obligation to quell rumors, and shed light on a 
topic that impacts the entire community. 

However, not everyone felt that The Defender had a 
right to cover such a sensitive topic. 

“At a campus community this small it is easy to 
think that everyone needs to know everyone’s business,” 
junior Ben Granja said. “But there are some issues which 
you cannot look at from a third person perspective and 
turn it into a headline.” 

Immediately following Porco’s death a represen- 
tative of Fox 44 News in the Burlington area said the 
broadcasting outlet removed a story about Porco’s death 
that had been posted on the Fox 44 website because it is 
company policy not to publish articles about suicide, un- 
less it is in regard to a public figure, or a death caused by 
bullying. Buff Lindau, the college’s director of market- 
ing and communications, said that Channel 3 News and 
The Burlington Free Press do not report on suicide for 
fear of a copy-cat effect. 

Ge Wu, a University of Vermont professor who lost 
her 15-year-old son to suicide in 2009, agreed that some- 
times people fear that discussing suicide might lead to 
copy-cat incidents; however, she said she sees no harm 
in discussing it. She compared the loaded issue to homo- 
sexuality, in that in the past no one wanted to discuss it, 
but nowadays open dialogue isn’t harming anyone. 

“We don’t have more gays or lesbians because we 
talked about it,’ Wu said. “If people talk about it com- 
fortably there is no negative impact to the society, and 
with suicide I see the same thing.” 

Wu said she believes that media coverage of suicides 
can be paramount in generating change, 1f done properly. 
When someone takes his or her own life, it is not a black 
and white issue, when ciearly the individual was endur- 
ing a lot of pain, she said. 

“If the coverage is coming from the angle that it’s a 
great loss to the community, it will make a much more 
powerful impact and tribute to the person who died, and 
make the community realize this is a great loss and not 
something people should follow,” Wu said. 

The school is well-meaning in trying to be sensitive 
to the family’s wishes, as well as fear of copycat; howev- 
er, some students are still longing for more information. 

The Defender’s aim was never to exploit a tragedy 
or to intrude upon suffering individuals, but to provide 
open dialogue and information to those still searching 
for answers, as well as to pay homage to a member of our 
community. Despite other news outlets’ decision to not 
report on suicide, we fee that rather than perpetuating the 
silence surrounding the “s-word,” people should speak 
out in an effort to stop the outbreak of student suicides 
that Vermont has endured, especially when one has hit 
so close to home. 

“Tt is a silent epidemic and people don’t want to talk 
about it,” Wu said. “But there are so any people suffering 
and so many people dying and I think the media can play 
a very important role in educating people and perhaps 
preventing tragedies like this from happening in the fu- 
ture if done in the right way.” 


- Samantha Merrill, executive editor, and the staff of 
The Defender 
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In Support of Culver 


Regarding the article “College Says 
‘No’ to Planned Parenthood” I would like 
to express how disappointed I am that 
our school will not give Samantha Cul- 
ver credit for her internship with Planned 
Parenthood. As professor Siplon said 
in the article, St. Michael’s is an educa- 
tional institution, not just a religious in- 
stitution. Primarily, however, it is an edu- 
cational institution. I am very glad that 
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this article was published and that Cul- 
ver is continuing her internship. I know 
that there are many others who support 





“Tt is a stain on our commu- 
nity to send a message that 
this institution does not sup- 
port fundamental women’s 
rights.” 


what she is doing. However, I don’t think 
that writing a letter to St. Michael’s or to 
Dean Trumbower would be an “attack.” 
If written well and politely, it can be an 
excellent form of constructive activism. 
So, please consider this an open letter, 
expressing my frustration and disap- 
pointment toward this clear dismissal of 
the St. Michael’s diversity statement. It is 
a stain on our community to send a mes- 
sage that this institution does not support 
fundamental women’s rights. 

- Connor Foley, 712 








A Catholic Clarification 


The last edition of the Defender fea- 
tured a well-written article called “Col- 
lege says ‘No’ to Planned Parenthood.” 
Some comments in the article and some 
students’ reactions to it have exposed 
some serious misunderstandings. I aim 
to put any misgivings to rest by offering 
the Catholic perspective and clarifying 
some misconceptions. 

The first misconception is an un- 
derestimation of the severity of Catholic 
teaching on abortion. Professor Trish 
Siplon of the political science depart- 
ment is quoted in the article as saying, 
“T understand that the Catholic Church’s 
teachings are not in line with things 
Planned Parenthood does.’ This state- 
ment under-exaggerates the situation to 
such a great extent that it cannot help but 
lead to confusion. More accurately, the 
Church teaches that abortion “is gravely 
contrary to the moral law...abortion and 
infanticide are abominable crimes” (Cat- 
echism of the Catholic Church, 2271). In 
fact, “the Church attaches the canoni- 
cal penalty of excommunication to this 
crime against human life” (CCC, 2272). 
Excommunication is the most severe 
penalty in the Church, to be absolved 
only by certain members of the clergy. 





Response to Online Story 


Nicely and compassionately written article about 
the effects of Jordan Porco’s death. Thank you. 
- Jayme Silva, family friend of the Porcos 


Follow us on 


‘eliiww-) = 
or 


@SMC_Defender 








One must understand the seriousness of 
this teaching to understand the college’s 
decision. 

The second misconception is a false 
understanding of what it means to be a 
Catholic college. Professor Siplon, on the 
college’s decision not to give Samantha 
Culver academic credit for an internship 
with Planned Parenthood: “I recognize 
it’s a tough call for a religious institu- 
tion.” Nothing could be further from the 
truth. Ex Corde Ecclesiae, Pope John 
Paul II’s 1990 Apostolic Constitution on 
Catholic Universities, is very clear: “Any 
official action or commitment of the Uni- 
versity is to be in accord with its Catholic 
identity.” Giving academic credit would 
constitute an official action that would 
condone Planned Parenthood’s practices, 
which include abortion. It may be argued 
that abortion services constitute less than 
5 percent of the services they provide; 
however, Planned Parenthood provides 
300,000 abortions a year, which is, to the 
Catholic conscience, 300,000 too many. 
This was no “tough call.” The Catholic 
identity of this school means that the 
answer was “no” before the request for 
credit was even made. 

The third misconception is a vague 
notion that some injustice was commit- 
ted by the college. Note that Culver “de- 
cided to take the internship without cred- 


Correction on Library Hours 


I wanted to respond to the ar- 
ticle about extended library hours 
from the last edition of the Defend- 
er. The extended hours mentioned in 
the article “Library Extends Hours” 
(Friday and Saturday until 10 p.m.) 
are only for the weekend before 
spring break. According to John 
Payne, the director of the library, 
the amount of students who enter 
the library varies day to day and 
weekend to weekend. The busiest 
time aside from finals week is mid- 
This 
year we will see how many students 


semester, around midterms. 








it.” This means that the college not only 
respected her right to form and act on her 
conscience freely, but also maintained its 
own right to its Catholic identity — an ad- 
mirable result. Professor Siplon’s charge 
that the college is guilty of discrimination 
against Planned Parenthood because of 
the abortion provider’s non-profit status 
fails to recognize the right and responsi- 





“The utter lack of understand- 

ing and regard for the Catholic 

nature of St. Michael’s College 

is disheartening in the case of 

students and disturbing in the 
case of faculty. ” 


bility of a private, Catholic college to act 
in accordance with its religious beliefs. 
The utter lack of understanding and 
regard for the Catholic nature of Saint 
Michael’s College is disheartening in 
the case of students and disturbing in 
the case of faculty. I am left to wonder 
why people who disagree so directly with 
Catholic teaching would get involved 
with a Catholic college in the first place. 


- Luke Hollwedel, ’13, Knights for Life 


frequent the library during these ex- 
tended hours and if it’s busy, then a 
more permanent extended schedule 
will be considered for the future. If 
you want the library open until 10 
p.m. on weekends all the time, get 
your friends in there on March 5 
and 6 to show your support! Finally, 
remember that Alliot (not Durick) 
is open 24 hours a day with your 
Knight card as a study space when- 
ever needed. 


Katherine Hackett, ’11 
Secretary of Academics 
The Student Association 
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A Community Responds 


As I looked into the faces of my 
students on Friday, it was obvious that 
they had suffered a terrible loss, and I 
wondered if they would ever look quite — 
so young and innocent again. It is the 
luxury of college students to think that 
they are almost immortal, relatively 
unburdened by many of the existential : 
problems that weigh heavily on adults a 
decade or two older. But Jordan’s 
ing death reminded each of us of our 
mortality and triggered unsettling— 
even frightening—questions which in 
more carefree times lay dormant. What 
is the meaning of life? Why live? Is the 
soul immortal? Why does God allow 
suffering? Knowing that we are going to 
die, how ought we to live? — 

St. Michael’s students are extreme- 
ly fortunate to live in an environment 
that possesses a rich combination of re- 
sources to help answer these questions. 
We are a loving community with mem- 
bers who genuinely care for one another. - 
When one person hurts, we all feel the 
pain and offer care and support. The 
staff and faculty have deep experience 
in nurturing the well-being of students 
whose mature growth is the object of 
all our work, and the Catholic mission 
of the College reflects an ancient and 
generous theology of love and suffer- 
ing, with transcendent wisdom so des- © 
perately needed in such times. Finally, 
our academic orientation is steeped in — 
the timeless liberal arts and humanities - 
whose natural vie matter is ae hu- | 

































issues of philosonine relishes 
of good and evil, anda ¢ 
lems as well. Students 
that so many of our cou 
engage these profound 
reasonable reaction to 
week would be to redou 
the classroom to under: 
our ancestors dealt 
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death marked the end ) 
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and pay attention to what fn 


upon us more deme 
abrupt recognition of our « 
ity. I sincerely hope that all stu 
take this time to engage the “— 


ors, and respected peers. Tragedies such 
as these should not be faced alone. 4 
~ Professor Vince Bolduc 
Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology 
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: You Are 
St. Mike’s! 


By Moise St. Louise 
Director of Multicultural Affairs 
Assistant Dean of Students 


I watched them as they sat 
Friends with friends 

Mending broken hearts 

Looking for ways to state the pain 
Felt for a fallen friend 


I watched them as they sat twenty deep in 
this narrow alley 

We are here! We love! We fear 

I watched them streaming in quietly one by 
ONG cen 

In groups 

Filling every space 

Holding shoulders and hands 

Whispering comforts in ears clouded with 
pain 

In memory of those they miss and of this 
boy few of them knew 


I watched in a few hours 

Boys turned to men and girls to women 
No longer carefree 

Or deterred by perceptions 

Embracing their men and women friends 
We are here for you...they whispered 


I watched a community in action 
Standing quietly, lovingly, 
Priceless acts 

Only hearts can capture 


I watched them as they stood 
The rain merging with their tears 
Shoulders to shoulders 
Saying their last goodbyes 
No one told them to stand and yet they 
stood 
Rain and tears glistening of hope 
Paying respect to their friend as a 
community of friends... 


I watched saddened and proud for sharing 
the space with such wonderful souls 


Hoping you will remember this picture of 


friendship, respect, support and compassion 


You are St Mike’s! I Like St. Mike’s 
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Find out what it means to me 





At first when I 
was writing this col- 
jumn, I was going to 
4 ae on respect to- 
|wards one another 
||and its relation to our 
jaddiction to technol- 


MuLTimMeDiA 
DITOR 







Instead. of 
discussing respect 
towards another 
person, I’ll discuss respect for oneself. 

Picture yourself on a typical Friday 
night. If you’re a guy, you put on a tee 
shirt, maybe play some video games, and 
hang out with the guys. If you’re a girl, 
you spend hours getting your hair to look 
just right, pick out the best “going out 
shirt”, and begin texting everyone to find 
out what’s going on around campus. 

Flash forward two hours. Now you 
find yourselfin a random townhouse. The 
lights are out, you’re feeling buzzed, and 
you are dancing with someone who you 
can’t even see. It gets pretty heated and 
you begin to hook up and maybe some 
touching happens. Next thing you know, 
you're on “Spotted-Getting-Some,” the 
infamous Facebook page for Kodak mo- 
ments of party hook-ups. 

My question is this: Did you plan on 
having this kind of night? 

For some of you, this could be the 
best of nights, a goal even. But for many 
others, it’s a moment that you soon regret. 
I have heard countless stories of regret, 


Lynne 
Anderson 


listened to mistakes blamed on alcohol, 
and seen many young women crying be- 
cause of these kinds of nights. 

If you are someone who regrets these 
nights, why do you put yourself through 
them? 

I’m not innocent. I have gone to the 
300s, danced with some guy I’ll never 
see again, and I’ve kissed someone that I 
can’t remember the face of. We all make 
mistakes and we all have those “drunken 
nights,” but it goes beyond embarrass- 
ment. 

The point is that every time I have 
had these weekends, I have felt like I dis- 
respected myself. The guy grinding on 
me doesn’t know me and doesn’t care to 
know me. To him at that moment, I’m a 
short girl with a pretty face and an okay 
body. 

I’d much rather spend my weekends 
with people who actually know my name 
and who will be there with me the next 
day to share the stories of the previous 
night. We don’t spend our brunch trying 
to piece together where we were or who 
we were with the night before. These are 
the individuals who like me for who I am 
and allow me to like and respect myself. 

Many of us have drunken nights and 
moments when we lose self-control in 
college, but don’t allow these nights to 
take over your time here at St. Michael’s. 
Your four years fly by quickly. Don’t 
spend them being known as the “biddy 
in the 300s.” Take the blame for your 
actions instead of accusing alcohol and 
learn to have respect for yourself. 








_A Prayer 
Service 
02/17/11 


Michael D. Samara 
Dean of Students 


A numb community’s disbelief, 
A bereaved family 
Overwhelmed with grief. 
Shocking loss. 
Brothers and Sisters streaming to, 
And filling, 

Sacred space. 

Tears, and wails of sorrow. 
Messages of hope. 
Divine promise through the ages. 
No clear answers. 
Human presence signals human 
love 
Go in peace. 

Warm embraces at the door. 
Such genuine empathy, 

So healing. 

For the family 
And our community. 

We are Saint Michael’s. 
The arc angel must be smiling 
down. 


Lynne Anderson is a journalism 
major. Contact her at 
landerson2@smcvt.edu 


SALON 
PROFESSIONAL 
ACADEMY 





NOW ENROLLING | 


Cosmetology class starts May 9th 2011 
Esthetics class starts in June 


PRESENT THIS AD TO RECEIVE 


$30 HAIRCUT & COLOR 


All services performed by supervised students. Exp 4/30/11 


www.tspaWilliston.com 


ENDORSED BY REDKEN FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION RED 


sTtH AVENUE nV C 


Appointments: 802.879.4811 
400 Cornerstone Dr, Ste 220, Williston 
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MOVE 
Misleads Students 





M o - 
bilization 
of — Volun- 
teer Efforts 
(MOVE) 
sponsored a 
table in Al- 
liot on Feb.14 
with the aim 
of encourag- 
ing students 
to sign a peti- 
Bell tion, or even 
volunteer, by 


Guest 





REL LRG LE EAS 


“A volunteer organization, 

such as MOVE, seeking to 
improve the lives of those in 

need must not endanger its 
goals by engaging in such dis- 
honest behavior.” 


presenting information about the hard- 
ships of farm workers who pick toma- 
toes in Florida. 

The table featured a crate filled 
with books that invited students to try 
to lift it 162 times. The crate weighed 
32 pounds, the weight of a crate filled 
with tomatoes carried by farm workers 
in Florida. According to the handouts 
provided by MOVE, these farm work- 
ers load an average of 162 crates a day 
and are paid 50 cents per crate. Using 
the given data, a farm worker would 
load 5184 pounds of tomatoes over a 10 
hour workday and earn $81 per day, or 
$8.10 per hour. 

Obviously, this is miserable, 
back-breaking work in the hot Florida 
weather with very low pay, and, though 
it does pay above the minimum wage, 
and is therefore legal, I still would never 
want to do it myself. The MOVE ta- 
ble also featured a petition calling on 
Ahold USA, the parent company of 
Stop & Shop and Giant, to raise wages 
for these workers one cent per pound. 
Several people had signed the petition. 
A protest march with the same goal 
took place Feb.27 in Boston. 

A single cent per pound does not 


sound like much. Indeed, those MOVE 
members running the table said pre- 
cisely that. However, they failed to 
properly contextualize that one cent 
and explain that it would represent a 64 
percent wage increase for these farm- 
ers. That single cent per pound raises 
the wage per 32- pound crate from 50 
cents per crate to 84 cents per crate, or 
from $8.10 per hour to $13.20 per hour. 

Suddenly, that one cent per pound 
wage increase seems a lot more signifi- 
cant. As a matter of fact, I have never 
been paid $13.20 per hour at any job 
I’ve had. Is $13.20 per hour a reason- 
able wage for this work? Maybe. I am 
not concerned with the economics of 
the situation. 

Instead, I am concerned that 
MOVE sought to obscure the size of 
the wage increase by portraying in such 
inconsequential terms as a “penny per 
pound,” so as to gain greater support 
for its petition and cause. 

Even though the true magnitude 
of the wage increase could be deter- 
mined with the information throughout 
the handouts and presentation, it was 
clearly hidden from the casual observ- 
ers’ gaze. Such deliberate misdirection 
is tantamount to straight deception and 
simple lying to garner support. A vol- 
unteer organization, such as MOVE, 
seeking to improve the lives of those in 
need must not endanger its goals by en- 
gaging in such dishonest behavior. The 
end cannot justify the means. 

Just as these workers expect fair 
dealing from their corporations, so do 
we expect fair dealing from those or- 
ganizations seeking to enlist our aid, 
even if they only ask for our signatures. 
MOVE should be ashamed of itself for 
behaving in such a way. Its members 
are better than this. 


Contact Austin Bell at 
abell@smcvt.edu 





‘Take it to the 
Streets 


ens 2) 5 Off 
thousands of 
people poured 
into the streets 
of | Madison, 
Wisconsin 
last Saturday 
to stand in 
solidarity with 
public em- 
ployees many 
of whom had 
walked out of 
work to send a 
message to the 
state legislature. The protest is ongo- 
ing and has been going since Gov. Scott 
Walker announced his plan to strip 
workers of their right to collective bar- 
gaining and effectively end their right to 
organize. 

This attack on workers’ rights was 
veiled as an austerity measure neces- 
sary to cut the state’s deficit and balance 
the budget by cutting pension plans and 
health insurance benefits. In reality, the 
$137 million deficit in Wisconsin was 
not fueled by public employees benefits, 
but rather the result of $117 million in 
tax breaks for businesses ushered in by 
the Republican Governor and Repub- 
lican majority in the state legislature. 
The so-called budget crisis is a complete 
fabrication in order to push through an- 
ti-union legislation that has no impact 
on the deficit whatsoever. 

The issue in Wisconsin was made 
evermore transparent when union lead- 
ers gave in to financial demands made 
by Gov. Walker in exchange for keep- 
ing their rights. He balked at the offer. 
What’s at stake is not at all about balanc- 
ing budgets or fiscal responsibility. 

The right to collective bargaining 
may be the most powerful tool workers 
have in fighting for fair contracts as it 
allows workers to speak with a united 
voice. This is why union rights were 
included in the 1948 UN Declaration of 
Human Rights, 





What’s happening in Wisconsin - 


is part of a larger effort made by right 
wing ideologues to strip workers of the 
rights that previous generations fought 
for. This effort to divide workers and 
thus maintain power in the hands of the 
wealthy is done with the goal of creating 
a submissive working class to provide 


cheap labor for corporations and capi- 
talists. : 
And whom exactly are they target- 
ing? Police officers, fire fighters, teach- 
ers, nurses, plow truck drivers, munici- 
pal workers, and all the other members 
of a community that allow it to function. 
Not exactly jobs that kids dream about 
to get rich and famous. 

For students entering the workforce, 
think about what you’re hoping for after 
graduation. A good job where you feel 
valued, make a livable wage with health 
insurance, and enough left over to pay 
back your school loans? These jobs . 





“For students entering the 
workforce, think about 
what you’re hoping for after 
graduation...These jobs 
are exactly what are under 
attack and if Gov. Walker 
and his type have their way, 
these jobs will be gone 
forever. 


are exactly what are under attack and 
if Gov. Walker and his type have their 
way, these jobs will be gone forever. 

The attack on workers is not lim- 
ited to Wisconsin. It is at the root of the 
uprising in Egypt where organized la- 
bor was fiercely oppressed and one in 
five people lived below $2 a day. It’s at 
the root of all the democratic uprisings 
sprouting up around the world from the 
Mid East to the Mid West. 

The battle between those commit- 
ted to workers’ rights and those com- 
mitted to the unmitigated free market 
transcends borders. Vermont is Wis- 
consin. Colchester is Cairo. Like it or 
not, your liberation is bound up with 
those workers in the streets. Maybe you 
should take to the streets too. 


Josh Hoxie is a senior political science 
and economics double major. Contact him 
at jhoxie@smcvt.edu 
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Until 

Coiumns ae 
Ep two weeks 
ago, I was 


fortunate 
enough to 
have never 
experienced 
the death of 
a young per- 
son. The pain 
and the end- 
less questions 
provoked by 
Jordan’s death have triggered a 
whole array of emotions I wasn’t 
prepared to deal with — that a lot 
of us were not prepared to deal 
with .I’ve asked myself, could I 
have changed things? Could any- 
one have changed things? 

It’s strange that although 
we're all human, we sometimes 
need a tragedy to understand 
how fragile life actually is. 

As an orientation leader 
at the start of last semester, I 
received a list of my “O ba- 
bies “over the summer. Going 
through the list I immediately 
started adding the incoming stu- 
dents on Facebook, I was so ex- 
cited to be an “O Mama.” Reach- 
ing Jordan’s page I noticed what 
a great smile he had.. I got to see 
first-hand that he was quirky, 
smart and handsome—and a bit 
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ce Seen ae qolan Cope 
Hoed ROS SBIOne: Green Peppers 


of a goofball, too. 

Using my knowledge of 
Italian, I pointed out to him that 
“norco” is translated as “pig” 
English. I thought I might have 
been the first to tell him but, 
when I did, he just looked at me 


Med. $13.50 
Basil Pesto Chicken  _ 
Basil Pesto Nut Sauce, Chedc 
Roasted Red Peppers. Sun Dri: 
ES with Gorgonzola Cheese 


with his mischievous smile and 
simply said, “I know.” His shag- 
gy hair was always in his face 
and he was constantly flipping 
it away. This became a kind of 
trademark move of Jordan. 

In the four days our O-group 


Lg. $16.95 Pius tax coe 













lozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken Breast, 
pecan Freshty Sliced Red Onions + _ 


Rest in Peace, Jordan 
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spent together, Jordan had a way 
of making everything seem like 
it would be OK. Compared to a 
lot of the other first-year students 
who were nervous to be in a new 
place, Jordan was relaxed, taking 
in each moment and just letting 


We 


Med. $13.50 EO: he 2 Plus Tax 


—. Vegan sation 


“Black Olives 





the experience happen. 
Even when he 
didn’t come to some of 
the activities, I never 
worried. I felt Jordan 
didn’t need to take part 
in scheduled activities 
in order to make friends. 
Seeing Jordan on the 
weekends, I would shout 
out to my friends, “he’s 
my O baby!” I was so 
proud to have Jordan in 
my group. His personal- 
ity shined with humor 

and a relaxed nature. 

I’ve spent the last 
week visiting Jordan’s 
Facebook page, trying 
to reconnect with him 
in some way. Reading 
about how understand- 
ing he was provides 
some comfort. As a 
first-year, Jordan was 
still new to our commu- 
nity and many people 
at St. Michael’s didn’t get 
to meet him — which is a great 
shame because they missed out 

on meeting a wonderful person. 
I’m still learning about Jor- 
dan. Every day I realize more 

and more how loved he was. 


Rest in peace, Jordan. 
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I’m a Bisconaut 


Why would I 
see the same band 
43 times in the past 
two years? 

Well for one 
thing, the Disco Bis- 
cuits never play the 
same set twice. Ev- 
ery show is different 





~~ Samm depending on the 
Saraniti venue, where they 
are on their tour, 

what they played the 


previous few nights. 

It’s a very Grateful Dead/Phish jam- 
band-following philosophy but the Bis- 
cuits are their own commodity and com- 
pletely original, being the pioneers of the 
jam-trance fusion genre. 


ELLE ES 


“This is the beauty of the 
Biscuits...they are true risk- 
takers.” 


One of the most interesting things 
about them is the creative ways in which 
they write their set lists. 

Sometimes songs can be played in- 
verted, meaning that they jam out of one 
song into the end section of another and 
then start at the beginning of the second 
song. 

Another interesting thing they do is 
play under the name of Tractorbeam when 


St. Michael’s students at Camp Bisco 2009. 


they play a set of danced-out and lyric-less 
versions of their songs, or The Perfume, 
where they play certain songs under a to- 
tally different genre. 

For example, Mindless Dribble, a fast 
paced song is sometimes played slowed 
down to mindless dub-dribble where it 
takes up a reggae beat. 

The Biscuits and their raging peaks, 
intense breakdowns and blissful, progres- 
sive jams are not for everyone — in fact the 
fan base is remarkably small considering 
how many people know the band through 
their annual festival Camp Bisco, the larg- 
est electronic music festival on the east 
coast. 

With such a diverse line up, the fes- 
tival brings in just as diverse a crowd and 
it is surprising how many people attend 
the festival never having heard of the Bis- 
cuits. 

This is the beauty of the Biscuits 
though...they are true risk-takers. This 
can lead to them being criticized as un- 
predictable or even unprofessional when 
some of these risks fail, but that’s what 
keeps me coming back for more. 

I have been all over the country for 
this band, including Colorado twice, Vir- 
ginia, Baltimore, etc. and with their lack 
of spring tour, I am definitely hurting. I 
miss my Bisco Family! 

Hopefully, I can hold out to Camp 
Bisco in July which I have attended the 
past two summers and hopefully I will see 
a bunch of you there! 

Over the past couple summers our 
St. Mike’s campsite has definitely grown 
larger — this summer will be the best yet! 





Photo courtesy of Samm Saraniti 
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With Guest Chef Ashley Aubert 


Carbonara 

Ingredients: 

3 eggs 

Parmesan cheese 

Salt and Pepper 

Rigatoni 

Pancetta (dry cured meat, similar to bacon) 


Directions: 


Ils 


FREQ Aa 


Separate 1 yolk from egg whites, 

discard egg whites and place yolk 

in large bowl. 

Crack remaining eggs (including yolks) into 
the bowl. 

Mix in parmesan cheese. Should be the 
consistency of custard. 

Add a dash of salt. 

Add a dash of pepper. 

Cook rigatoni, drain and keep over low heat. 
Mix eggs and pancetta into the pasta. The 
eggs will cook with the heat of pasta. 


Buon Appetito! 





—— ee ee 





11 * Vol. 29, Issue No. 3 








A Salty Saturday 
at Studio Seven 


By: Maegan Gorton 


Bum be bum be bum bum BUM BUM 
There he is. Greased down hair. Dirty suit in place. 

The lofted bar offers a bird’s eye view of the griminess that is 

S to the M to the double O V - E. Raised in Louisiana 

somehow accepted in the bay area 

rappin’ along side of Andre Nickatina and the late, great Mac Dre. 
Bum be bum be bum bum BUM BUM 

Who names a song “Long Duck Dong” anyway? 

Bum be bum be bum bum BUM BUM 

It wasn’t a show where the line up is released and 

four hours later, tickets are sold out. 

The phone rang, “Xavier is opening for Smoov-mo’-E!!” was uttered 
and the comp tickets had our names placed on the envelope. 

As we were parking, we were watching the walls of the club 
reverberate in the crisp night air. 

“S to the M to the double O V E this rap game is easy...” 

The lights turn on and the hands go up. 
And down, and up, and down To the beat. 
Cueing the artist, just in case he forgets his 


ae 


n the music. 


“Tonight, I’m the baddest motha rapper gone rockstar you EVER seen! 





The hyphiest, most thizzed out person in the building. 

and he’s holding on to this acoustic guitar as if that is the key 

to the gate that would let him into heaven. 

The crowd was left stumped. In awe. And amazed. 

In between scratching the records and Banging on the synthesizer 
he was constantly strumming away, 

It wasn’t show you would expect, but that was the beaut ri it. 

He was a spectacle. 

And he put on a show. a 

And he was the baddest motha’ rockstail Ie ae seen. 











A Pro-Potter Perspective 


The recent an- 
Naked Opinion nouncement of Grace 

Epitor Potter and Nocturnals as 
the headlining name for 
this year’s spring con- 
cert has caused a wave 
of conflicting responses 
across campus, making 
this the second year in a 

Courtn ey row that the Student As- 
Jordan sociation has been met 
with overwhelming stu- 

dent dissatisfaction. 

However, the efforts of the S.A. should 
not go unnoticed. The challenge of book- 
ing an artist in attempts to satisfy the en- 
tire student body is a daunting one. 

Perhaps the student body should con- 
sider the old proverb: whenever you point a 
finger, there are three more pointing back 
at you. Those three fingers may be saying 
the following: 

1. Letus not forget that the positions 
held in the S.A. are voted upon by our own 
student body. 

Our peers are representatives in a 
student democracy, and should you have 
decided to neglect to participate in this se- 
lection process or disregard your own op- 
portunity to run, there is a finger pointing 
at you. 

2. The S.A. runs on a budget which 
is allocated through our student activities 
fees 

Each student is charged over $45,000 
for the 2010-2011 academic year, and with 
tuition soon to rise 4 percent, I would be 
surprised if any family is willing to pay 
additional hundreds toward our already 
lofty bill so their son or daughter can see 
Kid Cudi. 

In the spirit of proverbs, I might ask: 
are we looking a gift horse in the mouth? 

3. The S.A. is not out to book a con- 
cert suiting its leaders’ personal musical 
tastes, regardless of what their peers might 
think. 

With a campus as individually-think- 



























Get Naked! 


Send your 
contributions 
to 


magazine@smcvt.edu 


ing as ours, is it possible to please every- 
one? 

St. Michael’s prides itself on its cre- 
ativity and forward-thinking capabilities. 
Where are those traits now? 

Grace Potter would not only be the 
first female headliner at St. Michael’s, but 
along with openers Barefoot Truth, the 
first Vermont-birthed bands to perform 
since Phish. 

The student condemnation of the op- 
portunity to welcome performances stem- 
ming from our own roots is dispiriting, to 
say the least. 

One opinion on campus has been that 
Grace Potter and the Nocturnals is a name 
that no one has heard of. 

Perhaps these students aren’t listen- 
ing hard enough. 


“The student condemnation 
of the opportunity to wel- 
come performances from our 
own roots is dispiriting...” 


The band has made appearances on 
major television networks and was voted 
as one of Rolling Stone’s best new bands 
of 2010. 

Closer to home, the band sold out local 
venue, Higher Ground, four nights straight 
at the end of December. 

While the band may not be playing 
multiple times an hour on 95.5 Triple X, 
students at St. Michael’s should be en- 
thralled by the chance to see a band on the 
fast track to huge success. 

You are lucky to be given the chance 
to get behind a band that will deliver a dy- 
namite performance and appreciate its lo- 
cal fans as much as they appreciate it. 

My advice: Go to the show and see for 
yourself; you will not be disappointed. 
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On Campus 


Toes. 7 From Symmetry Comes Simplicity’ 
3:45 p.m., Cheray 111 
Mathematics Department presents on abstract algebra. 


‘en. 2 Presentation on the new 4/4 Curriculum 
4:30 p.m., McCarthy Recital Hall 


Dean Jeffrey Trumbower will present on the 4/4 ouraculin due to be 
implemented in the fall of 2011. 


et Individual Presentation on the New 4/4 
Curriculum 

5:15 p.m., Location depending on major. Here is a list of majors and their 
respective meeting locations at 5:15. Any major not listed will meet at 
designated tables in the McCarthy lobby: 


Accounting: McCarthy Recital Hall 
American Studies: Jeanmarie 375 
Biology: Cheray 101 

Business: McCarthy Recital Hall 
Economics: St. Ed’s 105 

Education: Farrell Room (3rd Floor St. Ed’s) 
Engineering: St. Ed’s 101 

English: St. Ed’s 113 

Environmental Studies: Cheray 201 
French: St. Ed’s 211 

History: Jeanmarie 375 

Journalism: Bergeron 

Mathematics: St. Ed’s 101 

Political Science: Jeanmarie 389 
Psychology: Cheray 111 
Sociology/Anthropology: Jeanmarie 373 
Spanish: St. Ed’s 211 

Theatre: McCarthy Theatre 


Thurs. 3: International Cook-Off 
11:30 a.m., Eddie’s Lounge 


Sample foods from around the world to benefit MOVE’s international 
service trips to India and the Dominican Republic. $5 


Local 


Epon hg Dum Girls, Minks, and Dirty Beaches Per- 
orm 


8 p.m. Club Metronome, Burlington 


The Dum Dum Girls album, produced by writer Richard Gotteher, 
features music with the sounds of Blondie and the Go-Go’s. 


$12 


Wed. 2: Chocolate Dipping Demo 
2 p.m. Laughing Moon Chocolates, Stowe 


Chocolate lovers can experience the tempering and dipping process. 
Free 


Thurs. 9: Living Christian Non-Violence’ 
11:45 a.m., Cheray Science Hall Room 111 


The founders of the Agape Community, an ecumenical and interfaith 
community that focuses on simple ways of life, will lead this presenta- 
tion. 


Thurs. S¢ ‘Quality of Life in Vermont’ 
12 p.m., St. Edmund’s Hall, Farrell Room 


Professor Vincent Bolduc and Herb Kessel present the findings of 
their latest student-assisted survey of Vermonters’ views. 


‘Thurso: ‘Making a Living Working for Peace’ 
5:30 p.m. Alliot Student Center Vermont Room 


Members of organizations such as the Agape Community, American 
Friends Service Committee and the Volunteers for Peace of Burling- 
ton present on career paths that promote social justice and nonvio- 
lence. 


Priday.4: Women Working for Change 
10:30 a.m., St. Edmund’s Hall, Farrell Room 


Shabana Basijj-Rasikh, a Middlebury College student from Afghani- 
stan, was named one of Glamour Magazine’s Top Ten College Wom- 
en. She will discuss her work building schools and wells non-profit. 


Sat. §: Turtle Underground 
8:30 p.m., Purtill Hall 


Come enjoy student band Serotheft at 8:30 p.m. Outside band Heavy 
Pets will be performing at 9:30 p.m. 


Monday.?: ‘Playground, the Child Sex Trade in America’ 
7:00 p.m. McCarthy Arts Center 


Libby Spears presents her findings on the involvement of the United 
States in sex trafficking. Spears created a film on sex trafficking 
while traveling to the Philippines. It will be shown and followed by a 
discussion with Spears. Presented by the Peace and Justice Club. 


Saturday.$: Magic Hat Mardi Gras Parade 
12p.m.-5p.m., Main St, Downtown Burlington 


The annual Mardi Gras parade; come enjoy an afternoon of fun, food 
and dancing! 


All proceeds benefit the Women’s Rape Crisis Center. 


Sunday.6: Free Meditation Class 

1-3 p.m., Laughing River Yoga, Burlington. 

Following the Tibet Buddhist tradition, unite with your emotions and 
inner peace. 


$5-$25 suggested donation 
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ARK Sails Onto Campus in 
Hopes of Bringing Smiles 


By Bryan Geary 
Staff Writer 

Many people would char- 
acterize St. Michael’s as a place 
where you can find smiling faces 
and random good deeds on a dai- 
ly basis. Now, thanks to the ef- 
forts of sophomores Jean-Marie 
McGrath, Nora Moore, Morgan 
Sherry and Molly Yasi, this col- 
lective good will has official rep- 
resentation. 

Acts of Random Kindness — 
ARK — aspires to make a differ- 
ence in people’s lives. Handing 
out hot chocolate to students on 
their way to 8 a.m. classes and 
giving energy bars to students 
working up a sweat at the gym 
are just a few of the ideas the 
club has hatched so far. McGrath 
said they can’t give away all of 
their ideas because they want the 
acts to be truly random. 

Though they came up with 
the idea on their own, McGrath 
said that the group’s founders 
were influenced by the Universi- 
ty of Vermont’s Feel Good Club 
and various other college clubs 
around the country. Moore was 
part of a similar group her senior 
year of high school. 

“It’s going to be interest- 
ing to see how this idea changes 
from a high school setting to col- 
lege,’ Moore said. 

Various setbacks prevented 
the four women from getting 
their plan off the ground until re- 
cently when Moore approached 
Heidi St. Peter, the director of 
the MOVE program. 

“They came to me the day 
before they went in front of the 
S.A.,” said St. Peter who is also 


the club’s advisor. “They talked 
about what the program was and 
I said, ‘Sounds great!” 

St. Peter said she didn’t need 
to hear much about the four- 
some’s idea before she was sold. 

“I know Nora very well,” 
she said. “I trust what she can do 
with her leadership.” 

Junior Emily Ogilvy is a 
prospective member of the club. 
She said she often sees the offi- 
cers on campus smiling and say- 
ing “hi” to everyone. 

“T think they’re the perfect 
candidates to get this club go- 
ing,” Ogilvy said. “And they’re 
sophomores, so if they start the 
program they’ll be able to keep it 
going for the next few years.” 

Although the group’s ul- 
timate goal is to expand its ef- 
forts into the greater Burlington 
area, the founders currently are 
focused on gaining member- 
ship and getting students excited 
about their cause. McGrath does 
not think this will be an issue. 

“St. Mike’s is such a great 
community that it will be an easy 
place to implement this idea,” 
McGrath said. 

Although the club will orga- 
nize efforts on campus, St. Peter 
said she already sees plenty of 
kindness in action. 

“T think it’s what people 
here do,” she said. “That’s how 
MOVE was created.” 

Ogilvy said she sees the 
group as a way to remind people 
of the difference little things can 
make, like holding doors open 
for people and smiling. 

“We want to let people know 
that doing little things can really 


make a person’s day,’ Moore 
said. “We want to start a chain 
reaction.” 

Asked how the group would 
pitch its mission to prospective 
members, McGrath said the club 
speaks for itself. The club al- 
ready has two full pages of inter- 
ested members. However, Moore 
noted a higher interest among 
women initially. This is some- 
thing they hope to change. 

“T think a lot of it will be 
word of mouth,’ she said. “But 
also letting guys know that it’s 
not a girly thing to do. Anybody 
can be nice.” 

Sophomore Dan Evarts said 
he plans to join the club and urges 
other guys to do the same, noting 
that the women who founded the 
club are all fun and motivated. 

“I can’t see why any guy 
wouldn’t want to be a part of 
that,” he said with a smile. 

Anyone interested in find- 
ing out more about the club can 
attend ARK’s meeting on March 
3 at 6 p.m. in Eddies. 

But even if students don’t 
want to be so outwardly involved 
in mobilizing kindness on cam- 
pus, St. Peter said making a dif- 
ference in the St. Michael’s com- 
munity, and in the world on a 
larger scale, is incredibly easy. 

“Just look somebody in 
the eye and say hello,” she said. 
“There’s something about treat- 
ing people with dignity and re- 
spect, regardless of who they 
are or where you meet them. If 
we just treat each other better at 
the basic level, a lot of our issues 
wouldn’t be such issues.” 





Photo by Allie DeLorenzo 


Students filled Eddie’s for the first meeting of the Acts of Random Kindess Club 
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Burlington Bus Drivers Demand New Contract 
SLAM supports CCTA drivers who say they are over-worked and under-staffed 


By Colleen Moore 
Staff Writer 

Unhappy bus drivers across 
Chittenden County have begun 
protesting for an improved con- 
tract, only to be met with reluc- 
tance from management, caus- 
ing bus drivers to debate going 
on strike. 

Drivers for the Chittenden 
County Transportation Author- 
ity (CCTA) are not looking for an 
increase in pay, but rather fewer 
split shifts, a limit on part-time 
help and a review of manage- 
ment policies regarding disci- 
plinary actions. 

CCTA management has 
acknowledged that split shifts 
can disrupt a bus driver’s daily 
schedule. Split shifts mean a 
driver may work from 6 a.m. to 
1 p.m., then again from 7 to 10 
p-m. And that, managers have 
said, is why the public bus com- 
pany wants to hire part-time 
drivers who will enable CCTA 
to improve scheduling patterns 
for full-time drivers. 

CCTA management could 
not be reached for comment on 
the workers’ complaints. 

“About a year ago, we de- 
cided we didn’t like the way our 
contract negations were going,” 
bus driver and union member 
Jim Fouts said. 





Protestors hold signs at CCTA rally. 


Since the old contract ex- 
pired last July, CCTA manage- 
ment agreed to open up a discus- 
sion about a new contract, but 
has been slow to make the kind 
of changes the bus drivers’ union 
favors. 

“All we’ve asked for all 
along is to negotiate in good 
faith,’ Fouts said. “We feel 
like we’ve made tremendous 
amounts of concessions, and the 
company just refuses to bend on 
anything.” 

Drivers are looking to de- 
crease or eliminate the need for 
part-time workers, while recon- 
figuring schedules to eliminate 
split shifts. While they do get a 
break in the middle of the day, 
drivers complain that it isn’t 
enough time to fully relax. “It’s 
safety. People don’t want a driver 
to pick them up at 11:30 p.m. 
who was working at 5:30 a.m.,” 
Fouts said. 

Limiting the number of 
part-time employees would be 
beneficial to Vermont workers, 
the union members say. 

“We think this is a job for 
full-time Vermont, not part-time, 
Wal-Mart Vermont,” Fouts said. 

As the old contract stands, 
drivers can be fired for an inci- 
dent that happened years prior 
to a recent rules violation. If a 


Drivers and SLAM members gather to protest CCTA conditions. 


driver leaves a stop early and a 
customer complains, she or he 
may have entire shifts, or multi- 
ple shifts, examined to see if the 
driver is sticking to exact route 
times. What Fouts refers to as 
“predatory management” is put- 
ting both fear and resentment in 
the minds of drivers. 


Photo by Colleen Moore 


CCTA employees have been 
organizing demonstrations and 
protests in the Burlington area 
for the past few weeks, hoping 
to rally community support for a 
new contract. 

“They’re trying to give ordi- 
nary rank-and-file workers more 
power within the union,” said 
professor William Grover. 

Drivers are divided into two 
factions of Teamsters Local 597, 
with drivers dissatisfied with the 
union’s tactics forming a dissi- 
dent group known as the Sunday 
Breakfast Club. While the union 
does have internal divisions, ac- 
cording to Grover, all members 
are striving for a new contract — 
and soon. 

Holding signs that stated 
“will strike if provoked,” about 
20 drivers, community members 
and college students protested 
outside a CCTA board meeting 
Feb. 23. After the meeting ended, 
protesters were met with stern 
looks from managers and board 
members, who quickly walked 
past the frustrated group. 

“All we want is a contract. 
They’ve refused to negotiate 
with us,” Fouts said. 

An underlying factor, CCTA 
management said in a Seven 





Photo by Colleen Moore 


Days story last year, con- 

cerns the sharp increase in 
bus ridership during the past de- 
cade. The number of passengers 
has risen 63 percent during that 
period, mainly as a result of the 
addition of commuter services 
linking Burlington with Mont- 
pelier, Middlebury, Milton and 
St. Albans. Expanded ridership 
has put new demands on CCTA 
employees that, the management 
argues, require adjustments on 
the part of the workforce. 

Student government bodies 
at both UVM and St. Michael’s 
have passed resolutions in sup- 
port of the bus drivers. 

“It’s a matter of safety, 
workers’ rights and respect,” said 
Josh Hoxie, a senior member of 
SLAM (Student Labor Action 
Movement). “The drivers’ com- 
plaints are legitimate.” 

As long as no final agree- 
ment has been reached, drivers 
will continue to stand up for bet- 
ter working conditions. 

““We want the public to know 
that we’re one of them,’ driv- 
er Derik Lorrain said. “We’re 
thankful for their help, and we’re 
here for them if they need our 
help.” 
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Students Measure Pulse of Vermont 


St. Michael's professors and sociology students report on the quality of life in Vermont 





Overall life satisfaction 
Percent "satisfied" or “very Satisfied" 








By Krystilyn Atkinson 
News Editor 


Vermont, the Green Mountain State, 
is one of a kind, but how does it actually 
compare to the rest of the United States? 
A recent study conducted by professors 
Vincent Bolduc of sociology and Herb 
Kessel of economics with the help of St. 
Michael’s students, discovered that while 
Vermonters enjoy a higher quality of life, 
they don’t seem exceptionally happy about 
their circumstances. 

That’s a key finding in the latest edi- 
tion of “Pulse of Vermont: Quality of Life 
Study” that Bolduc and Kessel have been 
conducting with help from students for 
the past two decades. 


LOE LLO ESLER N 





“We have one of the lowest 
crime rates, we have a fair 
amount of money, we have 
one of the highest levels of 
education, we have a beautiful 
environment with a low rate 
of pollution.” 


Vincent Bolduc 
Sociology professor 


“Many people say that Vermont has a 
high quality of life,’ Bolduc said. “We’re 
frequently on the high end of many lists 
of good qualities: we have one of the low- 





Data provided by Pule of Vermont publication 


est crime rates, we have a fair amount of 
money, we have one of the highest levels 
of education, we have a beautiful environ- 
ment with a low rate of pollution. So we’re 
on many lists that say how good we are, 
and we wondered if it was true.” 

This year, more than 400 Vermonters 
took part in a telephone survey carried out 
by the Center for Social Science Research 
at St. Michael’s. The study was sponsored 
by the Vermont Business Roundtable, a 
group of about 100 CEOs of leading com- 
panies in the state. 

Bolduc and Kessel said the survey 
participants were picked at random, with 
members of all social classes and back- 
grounds given the opportunity to answer 
the survey questions. 

_ It was up to the students of Bolduc’s 
Research Methods class to conduct these 
surveys, which lasted anywhere from 20 
to 40 minutes. Although not all students 
participated in this survey, most devoted 
15 hours of their time outside of the class- 
room to the project. 

Senior Emily Durkin, a native from 
Brattleboro, Vt., said it was interesting 
for her to talk to fellow Vermonters about 
their lives. 

“It was kind of nerve-wracking at 
first. I had never participated in a phone 
survey, [but] it definitely was interest- 
ing,” she said. “I did call some people 
from Brattleboro, so I tried to pretend 
that I didn’t know what they were talking 
about, what they had critiques about, but 
it made it a lot more interesting and more 
personal.” 

Following their phone interviews, 
students had the option to pair up or work 


Agree that “most Vermonters 
can be trusted” 


By education 


Lessthan12 High school 
yrs 


individually on certain aspects of life in 
Vermont. Durkin said she worked with 
senior Caroline Warren to investigate the 
correlation between levels of education 
and native residency. 

“We found, in general, that native 
Vermonters had a lower level of educa- 
tion,” Durkin said “I think that’s because 
with higher education there’s greater mo- 











3 “When you ask people Hove 


well they’re doing—the results 
we see in Vermont aren’t any 
different than any other state.” 


Herb Kessel 
Economics professor 


bility; usually people that hadn’t gone 
away to school or had always lived in Ver- 
mont had a lower level of education.” 

While students were coming to their 
own conclusions about the quality of life 
in Vermont, Bolduc and Kessel were sort- 
ing through all the collected data and 
writing up official conclusions for the 
survey’s publication. 

One major contradiction they noticed 
in their results involved external versus 
internal satisfaction. Kessel explained 
that while externally Vermont’s quality of 
life may be rising; internally Vermonters’ 
levels of happiness remain steady from 
year to year. 

“The odd thing about Vermont is that 








Some college College 


graduate 





by any object of measure Vermont shows 
up on every list at the top, but then when 
you ask people how well they’re doing — 
the results we see in Vermont aren’t any 
different than any other state,” he said. 

“National studies show quality of 
life as pretty similar, so there’s kind of a 
disconnect there and we’ve already attrib- 
uted that to a sense of relativism, you sort 
of judge you’re environment by your peer 
group.” 

Bolduc and Kessel said that while 
Vermont may be doing well compared to 
the rest of the United States, when indi- 
vidual Vermonters compare themselves to 
other Vermonters, “they realize life satis- 
faction is relative.” 

For example, if everyone around you 
has a large house, then owning a large 
house becomes the norm; it’s no longer 
something special, they explained. 

These results were analyzed by the 
students, who were able to draw their own 
conclusions and gain a real-life experi- 
ence in conducting large-scale surveys. 

“This class, although one of the more 
challenging sociology classes, was also 
really rewarding,” junior Rebecca Bel- 
rose said. “I was able to see my research 
and that of my classmates published in a 
finished product that is now being used 
around the state of Vermont for a variety 
of purposes.” 

The full findings of the survey are 
due to be presented March 3 at 12:00 p.m. 
in the Farrell Room of St. Edmund’s Hall. 





THE DEFENDER * Tuesday, March 1, 2011 * Vol. 29, Issue No. 3 





Vermonters Set to Rock Spring Concert 








By Chase Pellerin 
Staff Writer 

It has been 18 years since Phish, an 
iconic Vermont band, performed to a 
packed house of St. Michael’s students 
in the Ross Sports Center. This year, the 
Student Association hopes for the same 
success by tapping into local talent once 
again, selecting not just one Vermont 
based band, but two for this year’s spring 
concert: Grace Potter and the Nocturnals 
and Barefoot Truth 

Seniors Matt Seklecki and Claire 
McQuillen, co-secretaries of the pro- 
gramming committee, led the planning 
for the concert. They said they had to bal- 
ance many factors during the selection 
process, including the availability of the 
Ross Sports Center, a concert budget that 
averages $50,000 and the performers’ 
schedules. 

“We have to keep in mind that 
whomever we host for the spring concert 
directly reflects St. Michael’s to the larger 
community,” Seklecki said in an e-mail. 
“This is probably the most important fac- 
tor.” 

The selection of the spring concert 
performers is a multiple-step process. 
The S.A. sent out a campus-wide survey 
during the fall semester to see what genre 
of music the majority of students enjoyed. 
The results of the survey were given to 
the Student Association’s executive board 
and programming committee, which 
made a list of possible artists. This list 
was again circulated through the student 
body for further opinions. 

“[We] did keep last year’s concert 
in the back of our minds during this pro- 
cess,” said Seklecki in the e-mail. “Our 
aim is to put on a show that SMC students 
will enjoy.” 

This spring, Grace Potter and the 
Nocturnals will look to entertain the wide 
range of musical interest on the St. Mi- 
chael’s campus. 

“Our band doesn’t have one par- 
ticular demographic that we are aiming 
for because our music transcends that,” 
said Potter, a Vermont native. “When 
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Grace Potter and the Nocturnals were chosen to perform for this year’s spring concert. 


you make music consciously and you 
don’t think who it’s going to be for, you 
broaden the ability of your fans to enjoy 
themselves.” 

This sort of philosophy has the Noc- 
turnals on a fast track to musical stardom. 
Their newest album debuted at No. 19 on 
Billboard’s Top 200. This summer they 
celebrated the release with an impromptu 
show on Church Street. 

Even with their growing success, the 
band makes a conscious effort to return to 
Vermont. Most recently, the band played 
at Higher Ground in South Burlington for 
four nights stretching from Dec. 28 to 
Jan. 1, selling out all four shows. 

Potter credits her home state for 
much of the band’s success. 

“Being from Vermont is a big piece 
of why our music has persevered over the 
years and how our band has found a hum- 
ble way to succeed in the music industry,” 
Potter said. 


Barefoot Truth, the opening band 
for Grace Potter and the Nocturnals, has 
close ties to Vermont, and St. Michael’s 
in particular. 

Two of the members, Will Benoit 
and Garrett Duffy, graduated from St. 
Michael’s in 2007. 

“St. Michael’s gave me a place to 
grow,” Benoit said. “I did a lot of writing 
there.” 

The future band mates met in the fall 
of 2004 as sophomores. 

“Will and I played music for the first 
time in Alumni,” Duffy said. 

By that time, Benoit and Jay Driscoll, 
a co-founder of the group, had already 
released an EP album. Duffy solidified 
his position in the band after spending 
months playing music with Benoit in 
New Zealand during a college semester 
abroad. 

Four years after graduating from col- 
lege, Barefoot Truth is riding the wake of 






Photo courtesy of Grace Potter and the cturnals 


recent musical success. Its newest album, 
“Threads”, released in 2010, reached 
as high as No. 21 on the iTunes Rock 
Charts. 

Touring heavily along the East Coast, 
this self-described “roots rock funky 
groove machine” has performed with the 
likes of Rusted Root, Crosby Stills and 
Nash and Pete Francis, a former member 
of the independent group, Dispatch. 

The tickets for this year’s show will 
be $15 for both students and faculty and 
will be available for purchase at the St. 
Michael’s bookstore. The S.A. said it an- 
ticipates a large crowd and encourages 
students to buy their tickets early to en- 
sure a spot at the show. 

“Tt’s nice to be recognized by the 
school, and we look forward to coming 
back to Burlington,” Duffy said. “We are 
going to give everything we’ve got for St. 
Mike’s.” 


Ben & Jerry’s Saluted for Greatness 


By Colin Ellis 
Staff Writer 


What do Ben & Jerry’s, Bono, Maya Angelou, 
Oprah Winfrey and Coretta Scott King have in com- 
mon? As of Jan. 15, they have all received the Martin 
Luther King Center’s “Salute to Greatness” award. 

This award, according to the King Center’s website, 
“recognizes national and/or international individuals 


and organizations that exemplify excellence in leader- 
ship and have demonstrated a commitment to the prin- 
ciples and philosophy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” 
Ben Cohen and Jerry Greenfield, co-founders of 
Ben & Jerry’s, were the latest recipients of this award. 
“It was a very humbling and huge honor,” Green- 
field said. “To be recognized not only as individuals, but 
for the work of Ben & Jerry’s as a company is really one 


of the most significant moments of my life,” he added in 
a press release. 

Some of the work Greenfield is referring to in- 
cludes the support he and Cohen provide to the larger 
community in Vermont and across the country through 
the creation of the Ben & Jerry’s Foundation. 


See BEN & JERRY’S SALUTED on page 20 
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| YOU WERE GOING To VACUUM I'M ALWAYS THE ONE STUCK |/ we soTH KNOW ||/ MEAN WE SHOULD PUT UP WITH 
UP THIS ROOM TODAY. foeall tii aer\ ||  MEEPING THE FLOORS, [| yourRE A TOTAL | |/ LIVING IN A PIG STV?! DOES THAT | 

——— : ee WASHING THE DISHES, _NEAT-FREAK. || || MEAN WE SHOULDN'T TAKE PRIDE 














CLEANING THE BATHROOMS. pa | [7 | |e KeePive our Home SaurraRy? 


f ACTUALLY, IT MEANS iC) | | es es 
I WAIT LONG ENOUGH | ARTMENT. '@Q 4 | py THE way, afr 
YOULL CAVE IN AND DO | | - | ROOM'S BEEN LOOKING | 
ir yoursee. —/ | | PRETTY FILTHY... 





_ Overheard at St. Mike’s 


“Can | have a sip of your cat?” 
-Cashman 





“Mom, don’t worry, my friends won’t eat you.” 
- Alliot 


“She can’t spell, she’s an engineering major!” 
- St. Ed’s 


“She was born ata party. Like, she literally popped out 
at a cocktail party and her mom was, like, oops.” 
- Alliot 


“That girl looks like a hot bird!” 
- Alliot 


Email submissions to jkilty@smcvt.edu 





*The numbers 1-9 must appear in every row, column, and box. 
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Continued from page 18 


Through this program, eligible non-profit or- 
ganizations can receive grants. According to the 
Ben & Jerry’s Foundation website, the foundation 
awards about $1.8 million annually to selected 
groups. 

The company also promotes a 
three-part mission statement, empha- 
sizing “product quality, economic 
reward and a commitment to the 
community.” Elizabeth Stewart, a 
PR representative for Ben & Jer- 
ry’s, said the next big plan for the 
company to promote these ideals 
involves fair trade. 

“Ben & Jerry’s commitment to fair 
trade is one of the biggest initiatives that 
the company is focusing on right now,” 
she said. “Especially because it was an- 
nounced in early 2010 that all of Ben & 
Jerry’s flavors would use fair trade certi- 
fied ingredients by year-end 2013.” 

Stewart said the goal of fair trade 
is to make sure farmers are paid fair 
wages for the goods they provide. 
This gives them the ability to com- 
pete economically and afford health 
care as well as other services in their 
communities. Fair Trade Certified also requires 
farms to meet certain environmental standards. 

Greenfield said the company’s dedication to 
social and economic activism efforts has evolved 
over time. 

“We realized the power that business had and 
the role business had in society,” he said. “We had 
to look out for more than just our own interests and 
look out for other people.” 

Most recently, Cohen and Greenfield spent a 
week in Senegal in west Africa for the World So- 
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cial Forum, an annual meeting of non-profit orga- 
nizations and social activists working for environ- 
mental and social justice. 

All of these efforts, and more, were honored 
during the Salute to Greatness ceremony 
at which King Center president Martin 
Luther King IIJ presented Cohen and 
Greenfield with their award. 

“We are proud to honor you 
and the Ben & Jerry’s corporation 
for your numerous achievements 
in business leadership,” King said 

in a press release. 

This is only the latest of many 
awards Ben & Jerry’s has received 
over the years. The company has been 
honored with a myriad of peace organiza- 
tion awards, and was even presented an 
award by then President Ronald Reagan 
at the White House in 1988. However, 
Greenfield said it was the Salute to 
Greatness Award that mattered most. 

“This [award] was far more 
touching and meaningful,” he said. 

“This award was at a different level 
than anything else. Martin Luther 
King Jr. is a hero of ours, and it was a 
huge honor.” 

While Cohen and Greenfield no longer have 
the same active roles they once had in the compa- 
ny, which they sold to the Unilever Corp. in 2000, 
their dedication to Vermont and the national and 
international community has never faltered. 

What started as a small business venture be- 
came something much bigger. And while Unilever 
has kept the brand focused on retail trade, it is 
clear that Ben & Jerry’s is about more than just ice 
cream. 


‘Above photo: Salute to Greatness award. 


Photos courtesy of Ben & Jerry’s 
Ice cream legends Ben Cohen and Jerry Greenfield were awarded for their activism. 











Horoscopes 


By Jordan Kilty & Jen Merrihew 


Aries (March 21 — April 19) We know you’re the 
type to get easily frustrated, so stop trying to remem- 
ber what happened last night, and look forward to to- 
morrow. 


Taurus (April 20 — May 20) Want lots of beads 
at Mardi Gras but don’t want to walk into Alliot on 
Monday as “The Flasher?” Buy beads at Wal-Mart | 
and bring them with you. We won’t tell if you won’t! 


Gemini (May 21 — June 20) Math has never been 
your thing, and now it doesn’t have to be! Thank the - 
4-4 curriculum plan for your never having to sign-up : 
for another 2-credit dance class because you — 
calculated your class schedule. 


Cancer (June 21 — July 22) It’s time for you — 
get in-check with your inner hippie. Hit up the Tur- | 
tle Underground, ey to the beats and just chitill] is 
maaaaaaan. 


Leo (July 23 — Aug. 22) You know you're a wild 
child. Don some feathers and face paint this weekend | 
and join the parade. (And take pictures to submit to 
The Defender!) 


Virgo (Aug. 23 — Sept. 22) Virgo, we know that 
when you go, you go hard. Take a night off and hit up 
Friday Knight Dry. At the very least you'll get some 
free food. 


Libra (Sept. 23 — Oct. 22) We know you’re short 
on cash since planning your crazy Spring Break 711 
trip, so stock up on free Moon Pies at the Mardi Gras 
parade. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23 — Nov. 21) Nervous abo hav- 
ing a beach-ready bod? es you should walk to Al- : 
liot today. ..instead of drive.. 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22 — Dec. 21) Still clueless 
on how to spend your spring break? May we suggest 
a Harry Potter movie marathon? Put on self-tanner I 
tion every time they cast a spell, and you'll still be able 
to come back to campus with a bronzed glow! : 


Capricorn (Dec. 22 — Jan. 19) Are you a s oe 
nior scared about the upcoming G-Day? Focus on the 
important things in life... like your PDey T-shirt de- 
sign! 

Aquarius (Jan. 20 — Feb. 18) Having a bad 

week? Go see “Take Me Home Tonight,” in theaters on _ 
Friday. You’ll soon realize that life could be worse— 

like you could be Topher Grace in another hopeless 

romantic comedy. 


Pisces (Feb. 19 — March a All right, so ou hate 
d ler 
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Ice Knight Nominated for Humanitarian Award 


Senior captain Alex Higgins is one of eight finalists for national OMB N alee AOU SING 


By Qua’ron Pinckney 
Staff Writer 


Senior men’s hockey captain Alex 
Higgins has led the team to an undefeated 
record (5-0-0) in Northeast-10 Conference 
play this season. But his commitment to 
the community is what he’s being recog- 
nized for. 

Higgins is one of eight finalists in 
the nation for the 2011 BNY Mellon 
Wealth Management Hockey Humanitar- 
ian Award, recognizing men and women 
hockey players of all college divisions for 
excellent community service. 

“The award is given to college hock- 
ey’s finest citizen,” said Zafir Bludevich, 
senior associate athletic director at St. Mi- 
chael’s. “It’s very prestigious.” 

Higgins entered elite company on 
Wednesday, Feb. 16, when it was an- 
nounced he was still in the running for 
the award, after the class of 25 was nar- 
rowed to eight. He became just the second 
finalist from St. Michael’s in the award’s 
history. 

Seth Cole, sports information direc- 
tor, said John Flint of Stowe, Vt. was the 
only other St. Michael’s finalist, making it 
to the final five in 2003. 

“Thousands of players throughout the 
country are nominated [by their coaches], 


with winners mostly coming from big 
schools or large universities,” Cole said. 
The Humanitarian Award was estab- 
lished 15 years ago by John Greenhalgh 
and Jeff Millman to create awareness 
about student-athletes performing selfless 
acts of kindness, said Paul Shaheen, se- 
lection board committee member. Green- 
halgh and Millman noticed students do- 
HE good deeds and decided it was time to 
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“He has helped get rid af thie 
traditional stereotype [for ath- 
letes]. He’s the shepherd for 
all our sheep.” 





Chris Davidson 
Men’s Hockey Head Coach 
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honor them, he added. 

Shaheen said the board looks at the 
most intriguing acts of charity and St. 
Michael’s provided a great resume about 
Higgins’ involvement in the community. 

“The odds are always against you to 
become a professional hockey player,” 
Shaheen said. ““We hope kids read [these 
stories] and say, ‘wow, this is amazing, 
there’s a lot more I can give.” 





Higgins has worked with both the 
MOVE (Mobilization of Volunteer Ef- 
forts) and DREAM (Direction through 
Recreation, Education, Adventure and 
Mentoring) programs at St. Michael’s, 
as well as the Chittenden County Food 
Shelf, the Woodside Juvenile Rehabilita- 
tion Center and Wediko Children’s Ser- 
vices. Higgins said working at Wediko 
was a life-changing experience. 

“Tt’s great to be a role model for kids 
who have struggled,’ Higgins said. “I 
made connections with kids who have 
learned to mistrust adults, showing them 
that they can trust people.” 

Higgins has also volunteered at the 
Special Olympics and raised over $1,000 
for a 100-mile bike ride. 

“Alex is a class act,” said head coach 
Chris Davidson. “He’s been a great am- 
bassador of the school, the program.” 

Davidson said Higgins focuses on 
giving back and it rubs off on his team- 
mates 

“He has helped get rid of the tradi- 
tional stereotype [for athletes],’ David- 
son said. “He’s the shepherd for all our 
sheep.” 

Bludevich said the award is a tribute 
to Higgins individually, but also to the 
MOVE program and all the students at 
the college. 











2011 Northeast-10 Men’s 
Hockey Tournament Standings 


Photo by Ashley Aubert 
Senior captain Alex Higgins has a large im- 
pact not only on the ice, but in the commu- 
nity as well. 


“He’s not doing it becausé people are 
making him do it,” Bludevich Said. “He 
wants to do it; that’s what makes him 
stand out.” . 

Higgins isn’t concerned | i 





passion, but there are other asp 

that are more important. He said itis more 
important to support those who: can use 
your time, dedication and support, 










tion.” 
The winner will be anno 





School 
1. St. Michael’s 
2. St. Anselm’s 
3. Franklin Pierce 


4. Assumption 


5. Stonehill 


Photo by Harrison Antognioni 
Alex Higgins poses with his parents, Stephen and Natalie, and girlfriend Joany Simons prior to the 
Senior Day game vs. Connecticut College 


(Tournament for St. Michael’s begins Wednesday, March 2 ina home 
quarterfinal matchup vs. Southern New Hampshire 7 p.m.) 


6. So. New Hampshire 





NE-10 
Record 
5-0 
3-1 

7-4 
5-6 
3-6-1 
2-8-1 


Overall 
Record 


10-14-1 
11-11-2 
8-18 
11-14-1 
5-18-1 
6-16-2 
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Men’s Basketball Loses, 






but Women Push On 


“Photo by Peter Hanson 


Junior Caitlin Quinn drives to the hoop against UMass Lowell. 


By Peter Hanson 
Sports Editor 


Hopes for a Cinderella sea- 
son for the men’s basketball team 
ended Feb. 28 with a 67-54 loss in 
an Northeast-10 Conference quar- 
ter-final playoff matchup against 
Bentley in Waltham, Mass. 

In his first year at St. Mi- 
chael’s, head coach Michael Hard- 
ing had a successful campaign, 
leading his team to the program’s 
first playoff appearance in four 
years. After upsetting Le Moyne 
in the tournament’s opening round 
on Feb. 26, the Purple Knights 
looked to defeat Bentley for the 
second time in a month, after win- 
ning the Feb. 5 matchup, 54-42. 

St. Michael’s went into the 
locker room at halftime leading 
33-30 and did not give up the lead 
until 10 minutes were left in the 
game. 

First-year Michael Holton 
Jr. led the scoring for the Purple 
Knights with 19 points in 34 min- 
utes. The Portland, Ore., native’s 
performance catapulted him to 
a season scoring record for a St. 
Michael’s men’s basketball fresh- 
man. Holton’s total of 430 points 
shatters the mark set in the 1993- 
94 season by the late Mark Fizu- 
lich. 

Despite senior Gael Shungu 


PY 


and juniors Qua’ron Pinckney and 
Alex Berthiaume leaving the team 
at the start of the season, the Pur- 
ple Knights finished with a 13-15 
record and the satisfaction of hav- 
ing racked up their first playoff 
win since 2007. 

The women’s team tasted suc- 
cess early this postseason, beating 
UMass Lowell 74-59 at home Feb. 
27, the team’s first home playoff 
win in 19 years. 

Caitlin Quinn led the charge, 
scoring 15 points. Quinn scored 
three three-pointers in the second 
half, helping the team break away 
from the River Hawks. 

Quinn attributed the team’s 
success this season to the team’s 
senior leadership. The four ‘se- 
niors — Marilyn Ferreira, Mandy 
Scott, Logan Pintka, and Meghan 
McCormack — set out from the be- 
ginning of the season to take the 
program far and took the younger 
players along with them. 

Quinn said she and her team- 
mates are not satisfied just yet, 
however, “we’re going in with the 
attitude that we’re going to pull off 
upsets,” she said. “We have a lot 
of heart and think we can take this 
very far.” 

The team plays at Franklin 
Pierce tonight (March 1) at 7 p.m. 
in a quarterfinal matchup. 





SMC Athletes Left in the Dark 


Lights out for varsity sports who practice on the Duffy Turf 


By Colin Ellis 
Staff Writer 


For student athletes who 
play on the Duffy Field, con- 
venience ends when the sun 
goes down. But the answer to 
the problem isn’t as easy as 
flicking a switch. Zaf Blude- 
vich, senior associate athletic 
director at St. Michael’s, said 
there are three main problems 
that keep Duffy Field in the 
dark. First, lights have to get 
financed. Second, the land the 
field is on is leased from the 
National Guard, and consent 
would have to be granted. And 
third is getting zoning approval 
from the town of Colchester. 

“There’s a cost factor,” 
Bludevich said. “There are a 
lot of hurdles we would have to 
overcome to get there.” 

“We as a department try to 
put in the budget to get funded 
yearly and we come up short,” 
he added. 


Paul Schimoler, the men’s 
lacrosse coach, said that while 
Duffy is an asset, lights on the 
field would allow student ath- 
letes to take fall advantage of 
that asset. 

“The lights would be a 
huge benefit for everybody, 
not just our program,” he said. 
“Not only the teams that play 
on the turf, but conceivably 
intramurals would benefit 
[also].” 

When the sun goes down, 
the athletes have nowhere to go 
except inside. 

“The most challenging 
thing for us is being physically 
inside,” Schimoler said. ““We’ve 
got guys with bad knees, bad 
ankles and bad backs because 
the floor we practice on is not 
ideal.” 

While there is no set fig- 
ure as to how much the lights 
would cost, Bludevich and 
Schimoler put the rough es- 
timate somewhere between 
$100,000 and $400,000. 


Associate Athletic Direc- 
tor Chris Kenny also empha- 
sized that cost is a big con- 
cern. 

“{The price] would be 
considerable, when you com- 
bine the cost of the equipment 
with the installation,” he said. 

Kenny said he believes the 
lights would be beneficial to 
the St. Michael’s community. 

“Tt would alleviate the 
current scheduling stresses 
on Duffy Field. Night games 
would be fun, but more impor- 
tantly, lights would allow our 
teams to practice in the eve- 
nings — allowing more flexibil- 
ity in scheduling, more playing 
opportunities, and fewer con- 
flicts for our student-athletes,” 
he said. 

But no matter how ben- 
eficial lights might be, they’re 
still on a list of priorities. 

“There are a lot of needs 
we have at the college, it’s just 
a matter of where they fit,” 
Bludevich said. 





Photo by Peter Hanson 


First-year Cooper Quenneville, left, and Senior Seth Metayer of the men’s lacrosse team near the end of 


practice due to the lack of light. 
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Outstanding Knights 


Recognizing personal or team achievement 


Northeast-10 Conference Recognition Week 














Photo courtesy of St. Michael 
website 


Men’s Basketball 


First-year Michael Holton Jr. received 
Northeast-10 all-rookie team honors. 
The Portland, Ore. native averaged 15.3 
points per game through the regular 
season. The six foot one inch guard’s 
free-throw percentage was .840. Holton 
helped the Purple Knights reach the con- 
ference playoffs. 





~ Photo by Peter Hanson 


Men’s Hockey 


Three players received Northeast-10 honors. 
Senior assistant captain Matt Rigtrup was 
named to the first-team all-conference team. 
Junior Reave MacKinnon was a second-team 
all-conference pick and first-year Kevin 
Lampron was named to the all-rookie team. 


Women’s Hockey 


First-year Madelena Santore received 
ECAC all-rookie team honors. The New 
Jersey native who transferred from Rut- 
gers University recorded 27 points: 18 
goals and 9 assists. The team won a Feb. 
27 contest against Sacred Heart, 9-3. 
The win was in an ECAC Women’s Open 
Tournament consolation game. 






Women’s Basketball 


Senior Captain Logan Pintka received 
Northeast-10 third team all-conference 
honors. The Schenectady, N.Y. forward 
leads the team in scoring with 13.5 points- 
per game. Pintka joined elite company 
earlier this season after scoring point 
1,000 of her college career. 


10 first team honors 


Photo by Peter Hanson 


Photo courtesy of St. Michael website 
Senior Matt Rigtrup received NE- 











WRITER 


By: Peter Hanson 





Emphasizing the STUDENT in Student-athlete 


There will always be those 
who stereotypical define athletes 
as dim-witted people who focus 
only on sports and not on school- 
work. 

College athletes are not just 
athletes, they are also students; 
hence the label student-athlete. 
St. Michael’s athletes showed that 
they take pride in being student- 
athletes throughout the fall semes- 
ter as 60.5 percent of them were 
honored in the Northeast-10 Fall 
2010 Commissioner’s Honor Roll. 

In order to accomplish this 
honor, a student-athlete must 
reach a 3.0 GPA. And 188 of the 
311 Purple Knights who compete 
in the Northeast-10 had at least a 
3.0. 

This statistic shows ‘that ath- 
letes on campus are about more 
than wins and losses. In a non- 
scholarship school, St. Michael’s 
attracts varsity sport participants 
because of its academic reputa- 
tion. 

Athletes at St. Michael’s have 
to overcome many obstacles in 
balancing team time, homework 
time and social time. 

Students don’t recognize how 
difficult it is for student-athletes 
to pick classes that work with their 
practice schedules or that teams 
have study halls throughout the 
week in order to stay on top of 
their work. 


They may not know that if 
athletes don’t achieve a certain 
GPA depending on their class, 
then they are ineligible for a year 
or that if you’re 21 years old, you 
can’t even have one beer within 48 
hours of a game, race or match. 

Balancing time between 
sports, school and social life is 
challenging, but not impossible. 
Of the 188 students on the honor 
roll, 10 recorded a perfect 4.0 
GPA. 

Garret Clark plays defense 
for the men’s lacrosse team and is 
one of the 10 students to receive a 
4.0. He manages to be a student, 
boyfriend, orientation-leader and 
an athlete, all while maintaining a 
social life. Ask him how he does 
it, and his answer is simple. 

“T just do my work in between 
classes and when I have an exam, 
I make sure I know the material,” 
he said. 

Students at St. Michael’s real- 
ize the importance of schoolwork, 
and hopefully the spring semester 
report will be even more positive 
than the fall. 

With March Madness coming 
up, I’m sure you will all see the 
commercial that says, “There are 
over 400,000 NCAA student-ath- 
letes, and almost all of them will 
go pro in something other than 
sports.” 


INaaekvelanteekenaehins 


UVM Summer Universi 


offers a variety of science 


courses in medical, health, biological & peed 


sciences with credits that can transfer ba 


to your 


institution. This summer, focus on the requirements 
that you really need. Post-baccalaureate summer 
premedical programs available, as well as over 

400 general requirement courses. 


Registration begins February 15. 
Summer classes start May 23. 


Catch Up. Get Ahead. 
On Campus. Online. 


uvm.edu/summer/stmikes 





SUMMER UNIVERSITY 
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Iam St. Mike’s 


Spenser Wolfe: | am a female firefighter 


By Courtney Jordan 
Naked Opinion Editor 


St. Michael’s fire depart- 
ment consists of 21 men and only 
six women. 

One member of this female 
minority is Spenser Wolfe, °12, 
who joined her sophomore year. 

Although the gender ratio is 
unbalanced, the female members 
of the department are expected to 
carry out all the same responsi- 
bilities as the males, Wolfe said. 

“We are just as responsible 
for carrying out a 200-pound 
person as the guy next to us,” 
Wolfe said. “Pound for pound, 
it’s harder, but it’s fair.” 
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Before being voted to be- 
come a senior member of the 
squad, Wolfe had to complete 
an eight hour per week rookie 
course before entering her pro- 
bationary stage, a commitment 
demanding two classes per week 
and 24 hours on duty. This pro- 
cess eliminates over half of the 
department’s rookie members. 

“If youre there and you’re 
dedicated and trying to learn, 
then it’s appreciated,’ Wolfe 
said. “It’s how dedicated you are 
to it; some people realize it’s not 
for them.” 

Being closely involved in 
emergency situations every day 

can be stressful to fire- 

fighters more than 

just physically, a 

worry Wolfe said 

she had before 

joining the depart- 
ment. 

“T had personal 
doubts whether I could 
do it mentally,’ Wolfe 
said. “I didn’t know if 

emotionally I would be 
able to handle it.” 

Being a female in a male- 
dominated world has taught 
Wolfe, a business major, lessons 
she says will help her no matter 
what path she chooses. 

“The core values of think- 
ing on your feet, performing 
under pressure, organizing 
quickly and working to reach 
a common goal I will need 
evel unit nie business 
world,” 
Wolfe 
said. 


fits those 
. who te- 
e. ceive its 
aid, Wolfe 
said. 
“The 
person at 


the incident is most important, 
Wolfe said. “At the end of the 
day it’s about helping people.” 

The St. Michael’s fire de- 
partment responds to over 600 
non-medical calls a year, cover- 
ing the campus, Colchester, Es- 
sex and Mallets Bay, an expanse 
that most fellow students don’t 
realize. 

“We get a stigma on campus 
of only going to burnt popcorn 
calls in the suites,’ Wolfe said. 
“But in reality we do handle a lot 
more intense emergencies.” 

The service the St. Michael’s 
fire department provides is com- 
mendable, especially because its 
members receive no monetary 
compensation or class credits for 
their work. 

Wolfe is a full-time student 
and a member of the St. Mi- 
chael’s women’s lacrosse team. 

“It’s so hard sometimes to 
be in a situation where you see 
people in trouble, and then go 
and try to do homework,” Wolfe 
said. “It just feels so trivial.” 

Wolfe certainly lives a dif- 
ferent life than other 21-year-old 
females, but says she is optimis- 
tic that taking on a challenging 
role that helps set an example for 
women to come. 

“It’s nice to see that females 
taking important roles in fire- 
fighting,’ Wolfe said. “You can 
do it.” 





_-Hairy Situation 


